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Aug. nth. The Minister of the Right, Mr. Chyeng g, again presented 
his resignation. 

Aug. 12th. H. M. hopes Mr. Chyeng will attend to the duties of his 
office without further delay and resignations. 

Aug. 13th. H. M. gave order that an official messenger be sent to His 
Excellency, Mr. Chyeng, the Minister of the Right, to infoim him again that 
he is expected to present himself at the Palace immediately. 

Aug. 14th. His Ex. Chyeng, Minister of the Right, presented his resigna¬ 
tion. 

H. M. replied through the U Pu Syeng Chi as follows:- You must 
present yourself at once and assist me in the adjustment of a difficult atf'air 
of state. 

Aug. 15th. H. M. expressed his satisfaction on hearing that the Minister 
of the Right, Mr. Chyeng. w ill be present at the Palace immediately. 
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The Board of Ceremony asks that the market he closed to-day and 
to-morrow because of the death of His Ex. Pong Chyo Ha (Kim Pyeng 
Tek*) which occurred yesterday. 

H. M. replied as follows:- I regret to hear of the death of this venerable 
and honest man and as an expression of my grief, I will present him with 
some boards that can he used for a coffin and send a fitting proclamation 
of condolence to the family. His salary will be continued three years. 

Aug. 17th. Kwon Po Inf is appointed telegraph operator. 

The Chong Won urges the punishment of the secretary (Chu Sye)f for 
entrusting H. M's orders to the Minister of the Right to a yamcn-runner in¬ 
stead of delivering it in person. H. M. orders his imprisonment. 

Aug. 22nd. The celebration of H. M s birthday will take place on the 
25 inst. (Sept 15). 

Aug. 23rd. The Ministry states that the general tax (known as //<> f>o)% 
for clothing the army had formerly been collected after harvest. Recent¬ 
ly however, owing to constant and urgent needs, it has been collected be¬ 
fore harvest and the change has been found very hard for the people. 
Hereafter it w ill not be collected before the 9th. moon and the people of the 
southern districts are to be informed accordingly. 

Aug. 24th. H. M. will desist from going to the temple to-morrow at the 
request of the late and present ministers who urged him not to expose him¬ 
self to the wet weather. 

H. M. announces that Prince Ui Hwa Kun|| will go through the cere¬ 
mony of doing up his hair in a top-knot and putting on a hat before his 
marriage in order that he may be present at the Palace when the Honorary 
Titles (sec Repository p. 22S-30) are conferred. 

• & fit & U ^ § P ± S. 
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NOTES, QUERIES &c. 

The conquest of Korea by the warrior Empress Jingo in 200 A. D. is al¬ 
together fabulous, although there is no reason to doubt that a queen of that 
name existed. 

Prof C. C. Knott in the Japan Mail, June 29,1882. 

Die Eroberungcn Korcas (lurch die Kaiserin Jingu-Kogo (202 n. Clir.) 
war fur Japan von eminentein Einfluss, da bereus von dieser Zeit ab uber 
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THE KOREAN REPOSITORY. 


Korea die chinesische Religion, Literatur und Kunst, ebenso Kulturpflanzen 
und Hausthiere aus China eingefuhrt wurden. 

J. L. Janson in Mittheilungen Der Deutsches Gesell. fur 
NaTUR U. VoLKERKUNDE OSTASIENS. Tokyo, Juli Ig 92 . 

We direct the attention of students of Korean history to the above 
contradiction. Korean authors seem to know nothing of this conquest and 
it is probable that only portions (perhaps some islands) of the Peninsula 
were temporarily brought under Japanese control. 

METEOROLOGICAL RETURNS FOR JULY. 

Chemulpo. Like the previous month July set in with rain, fog and 
boisterous weather. From the ist. to the 5th. the weather was most disagreea¬ 
ble though the rain was welcome to the surrounding country. From the 5th. 
to the 29th. the weather was clear and fine with an occasional fog (dry fog) 
and also moderate gales that lasted for a few hours each time. The month 
closed with rain. Total hours of fog, 126, or about the usual amount for 
the month. Rain 6.16; 1891, 9.30. 

The month was remarkably dry and the rain was not as usual distrib¬ 
uted over the whole month but came so to say in two lots of a few hour* 
each in torrents that seemed like the breaking of clouds. On the 30th. 
there fell in the short space of 13 hours 3. 0 Nature seemed for the greater 
part of the menth exhausted of all moisture, even the usual dew-fall, so re¬ 
freshing to vegetation, failing. The wind which was mostly strong became 
heated and oppressive in its passage over the bare, heat radiating hills. 

The wave of temperature was very even and showed no remarkable 
changes between night and day. The minimum and mean minimum 
temperature being far above previous years. The mean max., 86.9, had 
never been reached here before, while the mean min. 72.5 was also above 
the average. The highest max. reached was 95.8. This reading was ex¬ 
ceeded by 0.05 in 1887 but that was only once and the high reading did 
not continue throughout the month. 

S. W. wind prevailed. It was sometimes strong and boisterous. One 
gale from the N. E. 

There were few’ electrical phenomena. One optical phenomena worth 
recording was a beautiful double rainbow on the evening of the 26th. Atmos¬ 
pheric pressure, steady. Mean 29.847, ora little above the a\crage for July 
which is 29 652, and .182 below normal in this latitude. 

Mercury steady, though low until the 6th. when it began to rise until 
it reached 30.103 on the 8th. and continued rather high until the 18th. 
From this date to midnight on the 20th. it gradually fell reaching a depres- 
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sion of 29.515. No atmospheric disturbance was felt and the mercury con¬ 
tinued low until the 28th. when it began to fall rapidly ?ml indicated an 
approaching storm. On the 29th. about 10 P. m. it reached its lowest point. 
29.567. S. W. gale, squally and thick hazy weather. 

Fusan. Much fine weather; some rain and fog both at the beginning 
and close of the month. 

Highest Temp. 26th. 3 p. m. 89. 0 
Lowest ,» 71.° 

Wonsan . Light, to fresh, variable winds, prevailed during the month. 
Very warm and dry weather; wells in foreign and native settlements runn¬ 
ing dry. 

Rain, 6 days. Total rainfall, 3.4 in. 

Highest Temp., 101,5 Fah. 

Lowest „ 69.1 „ 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

His Excellency, the Chinese Minister Resident, Mr. Yuen, has been 
promoted to the rank of a Customs Taotai. 

Hon. Ye Cha Yun, charge d’affaires for Korea, and wife, after spend¬ 
ing one week in Salem, left to-day for their home in Washington, taking in 
the Natural Bridge and Luray Caverns en route. During their stay in Salem 
Mr. and Mrs. Ye received every attention; they visited Roanoke College, 
the Presbyterian and Lutheran churches; they drove to Roanoke, to Twelve 
o’clock Knob; inspected the industries of Salem and met the people of the 
town, who extended them every courtesy possible during such a brief stay, 
the fact of their desiring to be somewhat retired being gracefully observed. 
During their stay at Hotel Lucerne Miss Selina Davis, of Abingdon, who 
sails in August for Korea as a missionary, has been their guest, and last 
Tuesday Rev. Wm. M. Junkin, of Christiansburg, who will also go as a 
missionary to Korea in September, spent the day with them. It is safe to 
say that Mr. and Mrs. Ye carry away with them many pleasant recollections 
of Salem and as they were most cordial in meeting and conversing with .1 
number of our ladies and gentlemen, the Koreans leave behind them most 
agreeable memories of their visit. The Salem Times-Register. 

We are happy to learn that a Meteorological Society has been organ- 
ized in Shanghai under the chairmanship of Rev. S. Chevalier, S.J., Dircrtor 
of the Si-ka-wei Meteorological and Magnetical Observatory. A numl er of 
self-registering barometers have been procured and are to be distributed over 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE KOREAN REPOSITORY. 


iJCG 

the more important points of the China seas and regular returns obtained. 
We bespeak for the officers of the M. M. O. among whom we are happy to 
notice an old Korea hand, Capt. F. W. Schulze, a general and hearty co¬ 
operation and for the Society itself a useful future. 


The Eighth Annual Meeting of the Methodist Episcopal Mission is in 
session, Bishop W. F. Mallalieu presiding. The session has been one of 
great profit and measures have been taken for an advance along all lines of 
the work. We give a few statistics— 


The Trilingual Press. 


Cost of Building 

3388 

Furrishing 

196 

Machinery 

1407 

Type 

1501 

Total 

6492 


IVihied since previous Annual Meeting. 
Korean L r <*ks 

10300 Vols. 362500 Pages 

„ Sheets 

„ 14000 „ 

Korean-Chinese (diglot) 

3000 „ 654000 „ 

English (Pamphlet) 

50 „ 3800 „ 

», Monthly Magazine, 

7 Numbers 94560 „ 

„ Sundry Sheets 

2000 „ 

Total 

13450 Vols. 1,130,860 


The Boys High School 
Foreign Teachers 
Native 

Pupils „ 


im&g 


2 

53 


The Girls Boarding School 
Foreign Teachers 
Native Teachers 
Pupils 


3 

2 

29 
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The South Gate Hospital* 


In-patients 

542 

Visits to houses of patients 

9 

Surgical operations 

43 

Dispensary patients 

1636 

Total 

2200 

Received for medicines 

%2 56.97 

Woman s Hospital 


In-patients 

51 

Professional calls made in Korean houses 

110 

Dispensary cases treated 

3831 

Total No. of cases treated 

4022 

The Chong Dong Hospital 

In-patients 

1000 

Dispensary patients 

2224 

Total 

3224 

Received for medicines 

5223.15 


Judge O. N. Denny, so well known and so highly respected in this part 
of the world has been elected to the legislature of Oregon, as State Senator. 
We congratulate. 

The 15th. of Sept, is H. M. the King's birthday. 

A treaty between Austro-Hungary and Korea was signed in Tokyo 
June 23rd. bv llaron von Biegelleben, Minister of Austro-Hungary to China, 
Japan and Siam, and Kwon Chai Hyung the Korean charge d’affaires at 
Tokyo, plenipotentiaries of their respective Governments in the treaty 
negotiations. 

Wanted —The April Copy (No. 4) of the Repository for which we will 
pay 25cts. each or exchange any of the advertised numbers (see advertise¬ 
ment) of the Chinese Recorder if in good condition. 

The Publisher. 


* The Report covers only ten months. 
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RECORD OF EVENTS. 


ARRIVED. 

Aug. 3’ d. At Fusan, Rev. J. H. Mackay M. A. f and Miss Moore, of the 
Victorian Presbyterian Mission, Australia. 

BIRTH. 

Aug. 22nd. at Chefoo the wife of H. M. BkOwn m. D. of the Presbyte¬ 
rian Mission, Seoul, of a son. 


DEPARTED. 

Aug. 31st. Gcn'l. \V. McE. Dye for Japan. 

VISITORS. 

Mr. am! Mrs. F. A. Chain of Denver, Col. 
Miss Wainwright of Kyoto Japan 
Miss LaiTerty of Kanazawa Japan 
Bidiop \V. F. Mallalieu 
W. K. Mallalieu Esq. 


GENERAL, 

Much rain during the month at Seoul. Cash changed for 320a to 3230 
pci ir.v. 

The Editor and Proprietor of the Repository disclaims responsibility 
for the opinions of contributors whether their articles are signed or anony¬ 
mous. 
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SIEIPTIEIMIIBIEIR,, 1892, 

A VISIT TO THE MONT BLANC OF KOREA. 

II. 

Chmngjiu, w hither our pony-men had agreed to bring us, 
was reached in due time, but here we experienced some diffi¬ 
culty in getting ponies to convey us thence, the natives declar¬ 
ing that none could be had. We appealed to the Panssa who 
caused them to change their mind9. 

We had occasion here as at other places to make a formal 
visit to the yamcu. The ceremony to be gone through is ut¬ 
terly ridiculous considering the surroundings of the place. 
Every yamcn has a large wooden gate, with a smaller one on 
either side, —the entrance to the courtyard. On state occa¬ 
sions, such as the arrival of a shabby, wayworn, and not al¬ 
together clean-looking traveller, the huge doors are thrown 
open and the visitor enters, heralded by a blast from a couple 
of horns which make the most discordant noises, the populace 
in the meantime streaming in from all directions to get a peep 
of the show. Then there is a yell and a rush towards the yamcn 
itself, which 6tands at the farther end of the court, a miser¬ 
ably dilapidated, tumble-down structure of wood, divided, as 
is the case in the majority of instances, into three compart¬ 
ments, the centre of which forms a sort of entrance to the 
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rooms on either side of it. The Panssa is to be found in one ot 
these rooms seated on the ground, and one is obliged to follow 
suit. I had the misfortune while sitting on the ground in one 
of these yainens to find myself suddenly transferred to the out¬ 
side of the building—I had leaned too hard against the wall. 

On the whole our two days’ stay at Chongjiu was rather 
pleasant. A deer drive was arranged for our especial benefit 
which however was carried out so badly that we got nothing, 
but were highly entertained by watching the professional 
hunters in their queer but serviceable skin dresses and earned 
hats. Fine, tall, handsome yoimg fellows they were too, agile 
as cats, and very keen-sighted. We found we had something 
to do in trying to keep pace with them over those awful hills 
though one might suppose that after so much trumping we 
were ready for anything. We also had a friendly shooting- 
match with these young fellows, and considering the antiquity 
of their arms, they really showed much skill. They use smooth¬ 
bore muzzle-loading weapons which carry a small bullet. The 
powder is ignited by a quick match, the lighted end of which, 
is carried in a notch in the hammer. They generally go about 
with some five yards of stud’ wound round one arm which 
burns all thu time. At the critical moment it is slipped into 
the notch and the trigger pulled —a somewhat lengthy process 
to us. 

Our trip from this place to Nungwee, on the main road 
from Kapsan to Hamheung, was pleasant indeed. There was 
any amount of wild fov l on the rivers and streams. The 
scenery was lovely. The mountains were clothed away up to 
their summits with maples, and stunted oaks, all in their au¬ 
tumnal tints. The climbing was terrible at times and so delayed 
us that we were compelled night after night to travel l»y torch¬ 
light. Twice in one dav our route rose from 3300 to 3700 feet. 
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For the first time since starting out we experienced difficul¬ 
ty in obtaining lodgings for ourselves and followers. We found 
the people strongly prejudiced against entertaining strangers, 
possibly because they were continually being imposed upon by 
unscrupulous officials. On one occasion we came to a small 
farm, barricaded, as is usual in northern Corea, by means of 
very high boardings, against any attack of evil spirits or tigers. 
It was getting late and no one knew when we might chance 
upon another human habitation, so we endeavoured to persuade 
them to let us in, but in vain. All manner of excuse was of¬ 
fered and eventually a man, bearing a number of torches, was 
sent to conduct us to a farm, a mile away, we were informed. 
It proved to be five miles, over roads that are only such in name, 
and when we arrived at ten p. m. we had to storm the place as 
everybody was in bed and very loth to accommodate strangers 
at that time of night. We were so angry at our guide that on 
our arrival we attempted to catch and beat him, but he evident¬ 
ly surmised our iutentions from our manner towards him, and 
gave us the slip. 

On the 30th. Sept. Nungwee, about 105 miles from Chang- 
jiu, was reached. Next morning we started for Kapsan, where 
we arrived in due time. Here it was that Mr. Campbell re¬ 
ceived such rough treatment. Nothing could have been more 
cordial than the manner in which Mr Hung, the Panssa received 
us. He placed a very rickety house at our disposal and paid 
us an official visit. He also, after a great deal of urging cashed 
a shoe of silver worth $80.00, giving us 41,000 cash for it. 

The 3rd. of October found us at Pochunne. The last seven 
miles of travel before reaching this little hamlet was weird in¬ 
deed, travelling as we did by torchlight, through the pine forest 
described by Mr. Campbell. There were no less than twenty 
torch-bearers, and not even this number sufficed to dispel the 
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gloom of this dense forest. Coreans abhor travelling by night 
as they are in deadly fear of mountain and wood spirits, which 
may be kept at bay only by continual shouting and waving of 
torches, and this they indulged in to their utmost. Had we 
been the observed of observers we should certainly have been 
booked as a gang of lunatics. The day after our arrival we 
climbed the hill overlooking us for the purpose of finding out 
whether any snow had fallen on the Paktusan, having been 
informed by the head man of the village, in whose house we 
were staying, that it would he impossible to reach the summit 
on account of a recent snow-storm. From this hill we saw, 
about sixty miles due north of us the snow-capped Paktusan. 
It had snowed, but not enough to seriously afiect our plans, we 
thought, as the steeper slopes of the mountains were evidently 
quite bare. We were somewhat disheartened and almost de¬ 
termined to return, our host having declared that no man would 
at that time of year venture to accompany us on so hazardous 
an enterprise. It would take ten days more to reach the moun¬ 
tain, the natives said, and Captain Cavendish, finding that he 
would miss his steamer at Wonsan if he continued his journey, 
determined, though very reluctantly, to abandon his project. I 
managed to get five coolies to carry my kit, no more were to 
be had, so after all it would have been impossible for us both 
to go on. I agreed to pay each 200 cash (about 30 cts.) per 
diem, which I thought very reasonable, considering that two of 
the men were guides who also assisted the burden-bearers. My 
outfit consisted of a sextant and other instruments, a gun, some 
fifty cartridges, a change of boots, some extract of meat and a 
little brandy. I took no tinned provisions as I did not fully 
comprehend the situation before starting out. My ship bis¬ 
cuits had become so full of weevils that not even the Coreans 
would eat them and they had to be thrown away. Wheat and 
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millet therefore constituted my chief diet, and more abomin¬ 
able stuff can not be imagined. I am sure an ordinary linseed 
poultice would be more palatable. My coolies of course brought 
all their food, enough to last three weeks, with them, which, 
estimated at about one and a half pounds peT diem for each 
maD, amounted to quite a load. In fact they could carry but 
little else. 

I must say a word about these coolies in whom I became 
quite interested. In appearance they were very unlike those of 
the metropolis, having long aquiline features and neither the 
almond-shaped eye nor high cheek-bones. They also had beards 
deserving of the name, and not a mere make-shift such as 
most Coreans display. Their clothing was either of deer-skin 
or hempen, and their hats—like that of the typical witch in the 
fairy tales—conical, with a generous brim. Everything they 
had on, from their shoes to their hats, was home made. These 
northern Coreans differ from those in the southern part of the 

peninsula in other respects-in their religion, for instance. 

In fact I do not think they have any religion worth talking about. 
They are certainly not given to ancestral worship, as graves are 
nowhere to be seen, with the exception of officials' graves 
north of Hamlieung. I have not been able to ascertain how 
they dispose of their dead. They are superstitious in the ex¬ 
treme, and are continually propitiating either the wood, water, 
or mountain spirits. On every eminence, in every hollow, and 
at every cross-road is a shrine dedicated to the local spirit, 
and no one may pass any one of them without having made 
his obeisance. This ceremony consists in making a low bow at 
the same, time expectorating. They also make offerings of 
money which any poor beggar may appropriate to himself. 
More often their offerings consist of rags, dead chickens, and 
even stones. My pony-man generally gave the latter, on ao- 
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count of cheapness I suppose, but 1117 u boy ” invariably gave 
to the extent of two cash. I more than once argued with him 
as to the utility of these offerings but never succeeded in con¬ 
vincing him. On one occasion I removed the offerings of scones 
and cash given by my retainers to see what would be the re¬ 
sult. It caused consternation. They explained to me that 
not being an absolute beggar, I had greatly insulted the sansin 
and that my expedition was predestined to failure. The offer¬ 
ings were consequently replaced by them with much expectora¬ 
tion and all was well. I afterwards discovered that the offer¬ 
ings of cash were in every instance charged to my account. I 
at once proceeded to draw the line as we often passed as many as 
twenty shrines in one day, though I have no doubt the boy re¬ 
couped himself in some other way. 

Captain Cavendish, having gone as far as the Yalu, returned, 
and our expedition pushed on. Having proceeded about three 
miles on our journey we came to the last habitation we should 
meet before reaching the Chinaman’s hut in the Long White 
Mountain on the slope of the Paktusan, which is mentioned 
by Mr. James. Here there was much delay as the men pur¬ 
chased rice, in small packets, for sacrificial purposes. The price of 
rice in this mountainous region of country is exorbitant, as none 
is grown within a hundred miles, there being 110 arable ground, 
and moreover the climate is much too cold at an elevation of 
4000 feet above sea level. The Yalu at this point is perhaps 
forty yards wide, rather swift but not deep, its greatest depth 
probably not more than five feet. It forms no obstacle as at 
that time of year one may easily wade through. An old man 
ferried our party over in a “dugout” and we were on Chinese 
territory. We continued our march down the river for a short 
distance and then, turning due north entered a dense pine 
forest which stretches up to and beyond the Paktusan. At 
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the house where the rice was bought we also purchased a few 
eggs and potatoes. We had before this passed some Chinese 
log huts with gardens round them but the occupants refused to 
trade with us. Perhaps their surliness wiis due to the shyness 
of Coreans in the presence of Chinese. The former detest the 
latter as the Chinese on the Corean frontier are allowed to beat 
and ill-treat the natives with the utmost impunity, the Corean 
officials having no jurisdiction over them. Murder is often the 
outcome of this state of affairs as they retaliate upon one an¬ 
other till eventually some one is done to death. There are 
very few Chiuese within the Corean borders nowadays but those 
who do cross the borders are of the wor6t possible type. 'Their 
chief occupation is felling trees, gold-digging, or— loafing. 
They are not of the meek and puny Canton description, but are 
bellicose, broad sliouldeied, unwashed scoundrels with faces that 
would give them six months in any decent police court. 

About six o'clock p. m. it was quito dark and the cold was 
intense, so l suggested to the coolies that it would be advisable 
to reach the hunters’ hut, which by the way I had been look¬ 
ing for all along, as quickly as possible. Imagine my surprise) 
on being told for the first time that wc had left the last house 
far behind us and that wc should he obliged to bivouac by the 
first water we could find. We came shortly to a boggy piece 
of ground where we could get water by sinking our drinking 
vessels in the soft moss, so here we made our first camp. In 
the course of au hour thiee trees had been felled and cut into 
lengths of twenty feet and the tire lighted. Very grateful it 
■was, as there weir eleven degrees of frost and we were cold and 
hungry. All there was to eat was millet, of which I could not 
partake. The Coreans had a kind of sauce, quite solid, which 
they carried in a birch-bark box, and this too, hungry though 
I was I found it impossi hie to swallow. Chopsticks are not used 
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in the northern part of the peninsula, hut instead a large, flat 
spoon of brass, which is carried on the person together with the 
inevitable tobacco pipe, which is quite as indispensable to the 
Corean as the former. Excepting a few woodpeckers and a 
partridge not a living thing was to be seen all day. The lat¬ 
ter we found as hard and tough as leather. No sooner had we 
lighted our fires than jackals and other beasts of prey, none of 
which however came within view, set up their hideous din, 
which they kept up until the small hours of the night, when 
I rolled myself in a blanket and fell asleep. My followers 
brought nothing with them but an extra pair of deer-skin breech¬ 
es and these they now proceeded to put on over their others. Hav¬ 
ing finished their supper they began repeating incantations to 
the spirit, making so much noise about it that I could not sleep, 
so I moved my bed some distance from the tire. I had not been 
sleeping long when my boy awakened me saying that the tigers 
which were very numerous would certainly pay me a visit un¬ 
less I had a tire. Next day we continued our march very vig¬ 
orously; never stopping till nearly noon. 

This stage of our journey, through a marshy forest, was 
monotonous. We could see nothing of the surrounding moun¬ 
tains. VVe halted but an hour and then plodded on till dark 
and camped beside the Little Amnok, a tributary of the Yalu. 
The weather had been threatening all day and at last down came 
torrents of sleet which wet us through and through. We dried 
ourselves by the tiro and tried to sleep, but in vain. About 
midnight the sleet subsided and then it froze hard, so much so 
that our clothing was quite stiff by morning. We were now 
at an altitude of about 4600 feet above sea level, in latitude 
40°42 , a>id gradually rising from plateau to plateau by gentle as¬ 
cent. Four days after this we found ourselves at about 6200 feet 
on a large plain entirely devoid of trees, and for the first time 
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since leaving Pochunnoe in full sight of the Paktusan, which was 
due east of us, though we had been approaching it from the 
south. In fact the track which the guides bad been following 
leads through the mountains into Manchuria leaving this 
mountain on the right. It is much frequented during the sum¬ 
mer and early autumn by cattle-jobbing Coreans who take this 
route into China, where they get better prices for their beasts 
than i9 the case in their own country. We were constantly 
overtaking droves of twenty or more remarkably fine animals, 
all bulls of course, as they never sell their cows. In shape 
they are much like our shorthorns but considerably larger, and 
carry more flesh. As a rule they are of a black colour and quite 
docile, even around white men. Hound about Pochunne it was 
amusing to watch them being grazed. There being no pastur¬ 
age proper each animal is bestridden by a small boy or some¬ 
times even by a grown man who by means of a halter attached 
to a large wooden ring in the beast’s nose, guides his mount to 
any convenient scrub where there may be anything to graze upon. 
I have seen as many as fifty spread over a very small area each 
with his jockey who is generally lying down on the animal’s 
hack fast asleep. They are kept only as beasts of burden, though 
occasionally the natives kill them for their flesh. The Coreans 
are such indifferent butchers, that to a European the flesh is 
so revolting, he would rather do without it. 

H. Goold-Apams. 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 
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TOrULATION. 

There is great diversity of opinion as to the population 
of Korea and in my efforts to ascertain the facts, I have been 
given estimates varying from 5,000,000 to 29,000,000; some 
of the persons however making these, seemed to have been 
governed by no theory or rule but to have indulged in the 
rather dangerous fallacy and misleading practice of guessing 
when statistics and cold facts and figures were required. The 
subject is discussed in a Symposium in the April number of the 
Repository (1892) and several different estimates are there 
made, but I think these put the population at less than it 
actually iB. 

If I understand the participants in this S) mpoaium cor¬ 
rectly, the Rev. Mr. Appenzeller, who gave many interesting 
and instructive figures, put the population at 7,200,000; a 
writer under the noon de plume of “Puhscriber” at from 
8,000,000 to 12,000,000, and the Rev. Mr. Gale at less than 
10,000,000, but the latter seems to have b;ised his calcula¬ 
tion upon the statements of Dallet made fiity years ago, with 
the idea, as I think, undoubtedly erroneous, that the population 
has, within the last fifty years, decreased rather than increased. 

Griffis, writing in 1882, placed the population at 12,000,000 
hut at the same time thought it proper to call attention to 
a Japanese statistician who in 1881 gave the number of 
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houses as 3,480,911, and the population as 10,227,885, and it 
is evident that Griffis’ calculations were based upon estimates 
made long before he wrote his very interesting and instructive 
history of this kingdom. 

Dr. H. N. Allen, who, I think, is the best informed 
foreigner respecting Korea, in a publication made several years 
ago gave the population in round numbers as 16,000,000, 
while on the other hand the Koreans claim much more. I, 
through an unofficial source, obtained the totals of the Corean 
census made some years ago, and they agreed with the figures 
given by Kev. Mr. Appenzeller in the Symposium mentioned. 
They wore as follows: 

Males 15,004,292 

Females 13,003,109 

"Total 28,007^401 

It will he noticed that the proportion of males to females 
is somewhat large and this may cast some doubt on the accuracy 
of the figures, hut this discrepancy may be perhaps explained 
by the fact that the females are kept in seclusion and there¬ 
fore would not be so accurately counted as the males. 

I do not know of any reason why these apparently offi¬ 
cial statements of the population of Korea should be wholly 
ignored. The information, in the natural order of things, 
must have bet n obtained from the governors and magistrates 
of the eight provinces, and as the rate of taxation or services 
to be rendered to the Central Government is somewhat do- 
]iendenton the population, there was certainly no reason why the 
governors or magistrates should havo overstated the popula¬ 
tion of their respective territorialities. 

I have talked with a number of intelligent Korean officials 
with whom, so far as I was concerned, there was no desire to 
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deceive and they stated that in their opinion the population 
was over 24,000,000 and I feel quite sure that they honestly 
think such is the case. 

I think the estimates in Mr. Appenzeller's paper of 4.25 
people to a house too small, and from inquiries made by me 
would put it at a much higher figure. The number of persons 
who occupy even a single room is remarkable and the num¬ 
bers who manage to dwell in a house are much greater than 
would be thought possible in America or in European countries. 

It is true that isolated and perhaps exceptional instances 
do not prove much, but a fact which came under my personal 
observation several months ago, is at least suggestive. A house in 
Seoul—the ordinary one storied structure—was sold, but there 
was some delay in delivering possession, the excuse being that 
it took time to make provision for the forty-five people who 
were living in the house. I thought this statement untrue, as 
it seemed incredible, but upon investigation was convinced of 
its verity. 

Endeavoring to obtain some approximate idea on this sub¬ 
ject 1 have made some investigation as to the little hamlets 
and villages which are scattered through the country, getting 
as nearly as possible the number of houses and occupants, and 
found that the average was from seven to ten persons to a house. 
A number of Koreans with whom I have talked believe that 
the general average will reach ten. I think this however too 
great and would not place it much higher than seven. 

There is no reason why more credit should be given to 
statistics made years ago, some compiled by persons who had 
never been in the country, than to the so-called official statistics 
of the present day. If however we take Dallet’s estimate, as 
stated by Mr. Gale, in the Symposium mentioned, that fifty 
years ago the population was 10,000,000 it may be safely 
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assumed that within the fifty years the population has in¬ 
creased enough to bring it up to over 20,000*000 now. 

I understand that Malthus demonstrated that under the 
most favorable conditions a population will double in twenty- 
five years and it is safe to say that it will do so in fifty years. In 
the first fifty years of this century the population of Great Britain 
about doubled although the country was involved in wars and 
there was a large emigration to America and the Colonies Other 
nations may be cited; for instance, the United States showsamuch 
larger per cent of increase hut this is due to exceptional circum¬ 
stances and we can perhaps arrive nearer the truth by taking the 
statistics of some other country nearer Korea. A recent publica¬ 
tion of a Japanese statistician shows that Japan has doubled 
within the last fifty years, and I think it altogether probable that 
the increase in Korea has been as great or greater than in Japan. 

Indeed, if the death rate be eliminated from the subject, 
there seems to be no reason why the natural increase of popula¬ 
tion of Korea would not be as great as that of any other coun¬ 
try under the most favorable conditions, and I am by no means 
certain that the death rate is any greater than in most countries, 
certainly not more than in Japan; there is no reason why it 
should be greater except the unskilfulness of the native doc¬ 
tors and their unscientific and empiric methods of treatment. 
On the other hand, during the last fifty years, there have been in 
Korea no wars, no great plagues, no wide-spread famines and in¬ 
deed none of the deterrents to a natural increase of population. 

Marriage is, we may say universal and the proportion of 
marriages is much greater than in any occidental country. We 
all know here, that an adult is treated as a boy, to whom but 
little consideration is given, and must as a rule wear the plait¬ 
ed hair of a boy and cannot aspire even to the dignity of a 
hat until he has become a Benedict. 
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The very religion of the people—ancestral worship— 
which makes it the highest ambition of every man to have de¬ 
scendants to worship and offer sacrifices at his grave, must not 
he ignored. 

Taking everything into consideration, I think the estimate 
of Dr. Allen may be safely adopted, and is perhaps below rather 
than above the true figure, and for the purposes of this 
article I shall treat the population as given by him viz: 
16,000,000. 

1 have not before me any accurate charts from which the 
area of Korea can be determined and I find that the estimates 
and approximations at hand vary greatly. 

“Subscriber” in the Repository’s Symposium roughly es¬ 
timates the area at 120,OCX) square miles: some of the encyclo¬ 
paedias at much less, but here I again adopt Dr. Allen's figure 
of 100,000 square miles, which if the numerous islands, some of 
them quite large, are taken into consideration, I think to be 
approximately correct. 

We have then here a consolidated, homogeneous nation, 
speaking the same language, having the same religion, divided 
into no clans hostile to each other, occupying a country favored 
as to climate and exceedingly rich and productive in agricul¬ 
tural and food products, and above all loyal aud devoted to 
its king and country, with 100,000 square miles of territory 
and 16,000,000 of people. 

It is the habit, I may say fashion with foreigners here, to 
regard and treat this country in every respect as among the 
weakest, and entitled to but little, indeed the scantiest considera¬ 
tion: I have neither the space nor the desire to enter into an an¬ 
alysis of what I believe are the reasons for this, but with no in¬ 
tention of giving offence to any one I venture to say that I think 
this disposition to minimize everything Korean has been car- 
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pied too far, and may in the future bear unexpected and un¬ 
pleasant fruits. 

I am aware that the extent of territory or the number of 
people comprising a nation, are but two of the many factors 
which unite to make a country powerful and strong, and respect¬ 
ed at home and abroad. If mere territory were the chief factor, 
that tight little island, Great Britain, with only 89,C43 square 
mileswouldbebutof little consequence as compared %vit h Brazil 
possessing 3,287,964. If population alone is to be taken into 
consideration, Geimany, or France, or the United States would 
count for but little as against the teeming millions of China, but 
at the same time ex tent of territory, its capacity for supporting 
the people, and the population of a country are elements which 
derserve consideration and which ought not to be overlooked. 
Upon this basis we find that Korea with nspect to European 
nations has a larger area than Great Britain and three quarters 
as large as that island with Ireland and the other islands 
making up the United Kingdom, combined; that she has nine 
times more territory than Belgium, about eight times more 
than the Netherlands, more than six times that of Denmark 
or Switzerland, five times that of Greece and nearly three times 
more than that of Portugal, besides being nearly, perhaps as 
as large as Italy; turning to the Western Hemisphere we see that 
Korea has more than thirteen times as many square miles as Sal¬ 
vador, about four times more than either Costa Rica, San Dom¬ 
ingo, or Hayti, and about twice that of Nicaragua or Honduras. 

Comparing the populations it will be found that Korea 
haa eight times more than Denmark or Greece, five times more 
than Switzerland, over three times that of Portugal or the 
Netherlands, and nearly three times that of Belgium; she has 
more than double the population of Norway and Sweden and 
nearly double that of Turkey in Europe and it may be added 
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that there is but little difference between the population of 
Korea anil that of Spain, Coming to the American Hemisphere 
we find that there is no nation except the United States which 
exceeds her in population; of the others, the only two ap¬ 
proaching are Brazil, the largest and most populous nation 
in South America which has 12,333,000 inhabitants, and Mexico 
having 10,400,000. Grouping the live Central American states 
she has some six times as many inhabitants as all combined, 
and dividing the hemisphere (if the United States he excluded) 
she has more people than all of North America and much more 
than one half as many as in all of South America. 

I suppose my readers are already wearied with these com¬ 
parisons but l venture to give a few more. When the great Com¬ 
moner Cromwell, with distant colonies to protect and with a for¬ 
midable revolution in Ireland to crush, compelled all the nations 
of Christendom to recognize him the regicide, and with Blake 
swept the seas as with a broom and made England the then Mis¬ 
tress of the Oceans, the population which he had at his command 
was never greater than half of that of Korea at the present time. 

When the English colonies in America revolted against 

England their combined population was less than 3,000,000- 

that is to say, not a fifth of the population of Korea, and in 
coming down to more modern times, we may note the success¬ 
ful wars which Chili has recently waged; that within the last 
year she seemed ready to cross swords with the United States 
and that in fact great apprehension was felt in that country 
Lhat she would catch it unprepared, and he able to bombard 
and levy tribute on its western ports and yet, this doughty and 
peppery little nation of Chili has, including Indians, only a 
population of some 2,600,000 or about one sixth the population 
of this country. 

As 1 have said before, the population and area of territory 
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are by no means all the elements constituting the strength of 
a nation. I do not propose to discuss the question further but 
have given these figures and comparisons as at least suggestive. 

That there is good material here for soldiers and that, 
with discipline, and leaders in whom the men have confidence, 
the Korean can be made an efficient soldier, I do not doubt. 
They are not lacking physically, or in endurance or courage 
and no one who has seen them drilled by their foreign instruc¬ 
tors, (who have I think done good work,) can doubt that they 
are capable of a high degree of discipline. I have seen com¬ 
panies drill on several occasions, and can state that their bear¬ 
ing, step and general appearance, as well as the earnestness, 
determination and proficiency, with which they went through 
their various manoeuvres, gave me at least, the idea that the 
requisites for good fighting and effective soldiers were by no 
means wanting. 

I think Korea could enlist and raise by levysnot less than 
1,500,000 soldiers and that the country would with the usual 
seasons be able to furnish sufficient bread-stuffs to feed them. 

It would be manifestly improper for me to enter into a 
discussion concerning the governmental affairs of Korea, but 
this I venture to say, that the most persistent and pronounced 
pessimists, I have met, admit that His Majesty, the King, is 
humane, just and enlightened, earnestly desirous of promoting 
the welfare of his nation and devoting all his time, energy and 
attention, most industriously and conscientiously, to the ac¬ 
complishment of this laudable object; indeed about the only 
criticism, I have heard, is the unusual and under all the sur¬ 
roundings the very complimentary one, that lie gives too much 
time and attention to the details of the vast business which 
as absolute ruler he controls. Gh 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 
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Kose v has had a place on the maps of all civilized countries for many 
years, but few people in these countries have either known or cared very 
much for Korea or the Koreans. Of late there has been a great change 
and the minds of statesman and especially Christians hive been turned to¬ 
wards this long neglected land. The position of Korea geographically 
mikes it, in these days of steam and electricity, an object of greit interest 
to the English, Russians, Japanese, and Chinese. Just what its future rela¬ 
tions will be to these countries or to any one of them in particular is a prob¬ 
lem that the most far-seeing politician can not certainly foretell. It is man¬ 
ifest that the attitude of these nations is one of the surest pledges of the 
continued autonomy of Korea. The people of this land seemed to be out 
of the drift of the great missionary movement of modern limes, and this to¬ 
gether with the fact that the authorities of the country refused admittance 
to foreigners will account for the late entrance of Christian missionaries into 
this exceedingly needy field. But all things are subject to change. China, 
Japan, and Korea, that were formerly inaccessible are no.v largely open 
and the work of evangelization may be undertaken and prosecuted in all 
their borders. 

The Mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church is only eight years old 
and yet it has already accomplished much good, and its iniluence has been 
and will be a permanent and abundant blessing to Korci. It has given 
especial attention to education and to hospital work. A few of those who 
have attended its schools have found honorable and lucrative employment 
to which they could not have aspired without the mental culture they have 
received at our hands. But the medical work has been emphasized from 
the first. This has been the case both with our Missionary Society and 
with the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. Medical science has been 
at a very low ?bb among the Koreans, and the sick have not had the care 
and treatment they have nce.led. The people have not been sio.v to dis¬ 
cover the superior facilities and abilities of the foreign physicians, and they 
have come to them, and they are coming to them by the thimsaai;. Tne 
cures that have been wrought on some has tended to soread the fame of the 
Christian doctors, so that they are known and honored aim >st with out ex¬ 
ception throughout the kingdom. As in the days of Christ the sick are 
everywhere and they all wi-. * to be mide well, and also as in the times 
of Christ it is easier to see the material good conferred in the restoration of 
health than in i le bestow meat of spiritual blessings. Hence it is of the 
utmost importance that this department of Christian work should be greatly 
increased, and made as efficient as possible wUh the application of abund* 
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ant means. So far as our own Mission is concerned our physicians 
do excellent evangelistic work, and there can be no better opportunity to 
offer the precious balm that cures the sickness of the soul than when reliev¬ 
ing the pains of the body. It will be wise if the methods of the past are con¬ 
tinued, and even larger appropriations be made to the medical work than 
has been granted heretofore. 

For some years I have watched the work of our own and other Christian 
Missions in Korea and I am especially glad to be able to express my pro¬ 
found gratification at the progress that has been realized, and this is true 
for the most part of the locations sccuied, of the hospitals and dispensaries 
established, of the Press that is sending forth tracts, gospels, epistles, books 
and various publications that must be a great blessing to the whole people. 
We have not toiled in vain, for already God lias given a measure of prosper¬ 
ity and converts are coming to the fold ot the Good Shepherd. It only needs 
faith and w ork, patient earnest toil and the gift of the Holy Ghost and results 
will surely follow that will greatly rejoice all real followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. May God bless all workers for the enlightenment, uplifting, and 
salvation of the Koreans. 

W. F. Mallalieu. 

THE TRUE FOOSANG. 

Dr. E. BRFTSCHNE 1 DER in his article on Foosang, written in 1870, 
has pronounced on ti e whole story a most unfavourable judgment. It will 
be well to consider his reasons in respect of the Chicago Exposition of 1893, 
and the anniversary (the 4colh) of the discovery of America commemora¬ 
ted in the present year 1892. 

In last month’s Messenger reasons were given for the belief that the 
spread of Buddhism described by Hwei Shen, was that which took place 
in Corea. He probably never was beyond that country. The whole 
story of Foosang has teen elaborated out of what Hwei Shen saw and 
heard in Corea. Buddhism, with paper-making and other arts, spread rap¬ 
idly there through the agency of native Buddhists from the central prov¬ 
inces of China at the time when their religion had attained its acme of 
prosperity in that country. Hwei Shen applied as a high flown poetical 
name the Foosang of Hwai nan-tsi's myth to the country from which he 
came. 

Dr. Brctschncidcr says the kingdom called by Hwei Shen Ta-han must 
have been in Siberia, because the account mentions other Siberian regions 
by name, and the reindeer is described as being harnessed by the people 
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to sledges. The Japanese think Foosang means their country, and Klaproth 
and Bretschneider incline to this view. Last month I stated that the word 
Tai-ro slave* is mentioned in old Chinese accounts of Corea and also in 
Hwei Shen's account of Foosang, and I drew the conclusion that Corea 
must be the country he was describing. Now I note that the proper Japan¬ 
ese word for slave is Dorei, which is so nearly the same as the term said by 
the Chinese historian to be Corean, that we may extend the signification 
of Foosang so as to embrace Japan. This then is the view which I now ad¬ 
vocate, viz., that Foosang is Corea and Japan, which were described by this 
ilowery name, because Buddhism was successfully propagated there in the 
fifth century by Buddhists from Central China. I am very satisfied now that 
Japan is Foosang, occurring in a solar myth, because of the connection of 
sun worship with that country. Dr. B. translates from the Tang-shu—“ J'i- 
pen is of the same origin as Wo. It lies on the boundaries of the sun* and 
hence the name.” The honour paid to the sun by the Japanese justifies the 
idcntilication of Japan with Foosang. 

Japanese scholars, during the last fourteen centuries, have read all an¬ 
cient Chinese books, and among them Hwai-nan-tsT. Nothing would please 
them better in the writings of that philosopher than the poetical account he 
gives of the progress of the sun commencing with Foosang on the east. 
Very gladly they appropriated the beautiful name "Leaning Mulberry.” 
This tree is identified by Dr. Bretschneider with the Hibiscus Rosa Sinen¬ 
sis of the Mallow order common in China. Buddhism taught the Japanese 
much of their love of nature. The true Buddhist is a lover of nature. In 
their hours of ascetic contemplation many a tree and flower, many a moun¬ 
tain and river, absorb their thoughts and take a religious significance as a 
part of the kingdom of Buddha. So it is that one name of Foosang is Bud¬ 
dha's mulberry. As an ancient name for Japanese, a casual acquaintance of 
that country at Kobe who spoke English told me, that he understood it not 
as the special name of any tree but as simply the leaning mulberry and a 
favorite name of his country. The Buddhists in Japan spread the name be¬ 
cause of its attractive character. It suited themselves and their island dis¬ 
ciples equally well. There is no doubt that in Japan Buddhism lias felt pe¬ 
culiar pleasure in aiding to perpetuate the use of this, name during the period 
when their religion was triumphant in Japan. 

Yet the tree is known to the Japanese as the Chinese Hibiscus. So 
Hepburn tells us. Other names given by Bretschneider are Chu-lqnf, Ch'i'h 
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kin*. Both mean "the red Hibiscus.” The red colour denotes good luck- 
and this will partly account for the fondness of Buddhist nations for the, 
name. Its leaves resemble those of the mulberry tree or sang. 

On the whole it must be decided that Hwei Shen and his Buddhist 
friend had never any idea of America. They meant countries in the east 
where Buddhism was received in a friendly manner by the people, and 
where monasteries were erected in valleys favourable to the cultivation of 
their favourite trees. 

Dr. J. Edk'tns in the " Messenger.” 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DAILY GAZETTE. 

Sept. 1 2th. Min Yong Kew| and Kim Myong Kew^: are appointed 
vice presidents of the Home Office. 

His Majesty expresses his desire to personally examine the sacrificial 
viands. 

Sept. 13th. The To Seng Chi inform His Majesty that the officer in 
charge of the Royal Ancestral Temple and his servant should be imprisoned 
for their carelessness in causing the incense-burners to be overturned, 
and burning the mats. 

Sept. 14th. The Crown Prince will confer the highest titles upon His 
Majesty the King and the Queen early to-morrow morning. 

His Majesty orders the release of Kim Kun Saw, the officer of the Royal 
Ancestral Temple. 

Sept. 15th. His Majesty orders the release of all prisoners for minor of¬ 
fences, it being a propitious day. 

His Majesty orders that the shop-keepers (merchants) of Seoul be ex¬ 
empted from taxation for three months and that the taxes of the butchers 
be reduced during the space of twenty days. 

His Majesty orders the promotion of all officials who participated in the 
conferring of titles of honor on his parents, deceased. He also orders the 
promotion of all officials who assisted the Crown Prince in conferring hon¬ 
orary titles on himself and the Queen. 

Sept, 17th. The office of Chung Won recommends the promotion of 
Yun Pyeng Kwan$ the magistrate of Chongsong to the rank of Pang Eu Sa 
for valuable services rendered to his country. Granted. 

“IftH * # RJJ jfc ’ 

teas* 2 tMifr 
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Sept. 20th. His Majesty ordered Kim SuHyen* to offer sacrifices at the 
Confttcian Temple. 

Sept. 2 1 st. His Majesty ordered the release of all prisoners for minor 
offences, this being a month of rejoicing. 

Sept. 22nd. The governor of Kyongsang announces that tbe magistrate 
of Kichang, Soong Chai He, died on the 8th of the last moon. 

Sept. 23rd. The governor of Phycngan announces that the magistrate 
of Chvolsan, Yi;n Yung Euli, died on the nth of the last moon. 

His Majesty ordered that the salaries of the chief of the War Office 
and the Head of the To Seng Chi he withheld for three months for not 
having prohibited the common people from approaching too near the 
royal procession on the 5th inst. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

We recently had the pleasure of witnessing a sunset from the "Pealt” 
at Chemulpo. It was grand beyond description. If there is a finer site in 
the East for a sanitarium than the “ Peak’ 1 we have not heard of it. 

Tup: Moving of tiif. mint to chkmulpo from its old quarters at Seoul 
has been the chief event of the month and the noisiest affair the capital has 
witnessed for many a year. The means and methods used were somewhat 
primitive, but this need not be emphasized now that the work is well under 
way. 

The Sin Po (Chemulpo) complains against the continued issue of the 
light, Pyongyang copper coin as a violation of the spirit of the agreement 
entered into with Mr. Omiwa the head of the new Mint at Chemulpo. It 
claims that the new venture cannot succeed so long as this debased currency 
is forced upon the people and that it is the cause of the high prices and 
hard times of which so many complaints are heard all over the lard. We 
could wish that Korea’s currency problems were solved once for alL 

Our supply of paper having run short we can give only 24pp. this 
month. We trust our subscribers will bear with us and that we shall never 
have to repeat this apology. 

Dr. McGill and Mr. Ohlinger started on a tour across the peninsula on 
the 1 2th. The latter made his appearance at the editorial sanctum in time to 
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report the season as most favorable for traveling in the interior. The streams 
are fringed with wild chrysanthemums, pinks and astors, and the moun¬ 
tains are gradually assuming their gorgeous autumn colors. The crops arc 
fairly good and the song of the reapers is heard on every hand. 

He reports well of the little Wonsan community and predicts that it 
will not remain the smallest foreign community in Korea much longer. 
Missions, consulates and business firms will be doubled in number within 
the next few years. Dr. McGill was enjoying a brisk medical practice when 
Mr. Ohlinger left him. 

The nineteenth birthday of Crown Prince Ye, only son of his 
Chosun Majesty, the King of Corea, was celebrated last night by the first state 
dinner ever given at the Corean legation. The charge d'affaires and Mrs. 
Ye arranged the details of the banquet, which will long be remembered by 
the guests present as a notable one in the cleverness with which the national 
colors were carried out in the decorations of the rooms and table. In the 
dining-room the mantel was banked with smilax, which also twined the mir¬ 
ror. The green was studded with American Beauty roses. On either side 
of*the fireplace were tall growing plants, among the branches of which were 
artificial birds of the vivid blue a..d red peculiar to Corea. The central lamp 
suspended from the ceiling was covered with a wide-spreading red silk shade 
garlanded with smilax. Dow n the center of the tabic, over a white damask 
cloth, were three squares of white silk, the borders bright with native em¬ 
broidery. On the middle one was a circular centerpiece of American Beauty 
roses and ferns arranged to represent the middle figure ot the Corean flag, 
and on either side the silver candelabra were capped with scarlet shades. 

A pretty idea of Mrs. Yc, who honored the occasion by wearing a 
gown of the national colors, was to have at each place for;he Indies, instead 
of a bouquet, a single American lieauty rose. Tied about the stem in a 
rich bow w.s a broad white satin ribbon, on one end oi which in red letter¬ 
ing was the name of the guest. On the opposite etui wasthesti iking bluc-and- 
red device of the Corean Hag, beneath w hich were the letters *‘C. i\—19— 
I>. A.," signifying the “Crown Prince's nineteenth birthday anniversary." 
The letters were in blue and the numerals in red. 

In addition to the decorations already described at the legation were 
two large screens of nearly a dozen sections, each resplendent with native 
embroidery, the gift of the Ting to Mr. Ye. On the west w.dl of the dining¬ 
room hung the gieat white flag of Corea with blue and red decorations. 

Mrs. Yc, w ife of the Corean secretary has not been well for some months 
past and will leave the city September 5th. for a visit to her home in Corea, 
to which country shewill be accompanied by Miss Davis, of Abingdon., Va. 
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v.ho will go as a missionary. They will sail September 17th. from San Fran¬ 
cisco, to which city they w ill be accompanied by Mr. Ye, who will return to 
Washington in time to celebrate His Majesty s birthday at the legation. Mr. 
Ye's official duties will not permit him to accompany his wif *o Corea. 
Last month they visited the Natural Bridge and Luray Cave. 

The Washington Post. 

METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR AUGUST. 

Chemulpo . Much fine weather. 

Highest Temp. (29-30) 89.0 
Lowest „ (7th) 19-0 

Wonsan. Light variable winds prevailed. 

Rain, 15 days; rain-fall, 11.6 inches. Fog, I day. 

Highest Temp. (14th.) 93°-2 
Lowest „ (7th. and 22nd.) 6o°.8 

Fusan. Highest Temperature 87°. 

Lowest „ 69° 5 


RECORD OF EVENTS. 

BIRTH. 

Sept. 22nd. at Seoul, the wife of C. C. Vinton m. d., of a son. 

ARRIVED. 

Sept. 9th. The Hon. W. C. Hillier, h. b. m’s. Consul-general, returned 
from leave of absence in Japan. 

Sept. 9th. At Chemulpo Miss Josephine O. Paine of Boston u. S. A. 
to join the Methodist Episcopal Mission. 

Sept. 18th. At Seoul, from Wonsan, the Rev. M. C. Fenwick, 

Sept. iSth. At Chemulpo Gen’l W. McE. Dye returned from leave of ab¬ 
sence in Japan. 

Sept. 19th. Mr. Octavius Johnson, of H. b. m’s. Consular Service to 
take charge of h.b. m’s. vice-consulate at Chemulpo. 

Sept. 20th. At Seoul, to join the American Presbyterian Mission, the 
Rev. S. F. Moore and wife. Miss V. C. Arbuckle, and the Rev. Graham Lee. 

DEPARTED. 

Sept. 8th. Bishop W. F. Mallalieu and W. E. Mallalieu Esq. for Chefoo. 

Sept. 29th. The Rev. M. C. Fenwick for Fusan. 

Sept. 30th. For Shanghai per steamer " Yehsin,” Mr. and Mrs. James Scott. 

GENERAL. 

Sept. 18th. a slight earthquake was felt at 8.30 p. m. 

Cash changed at 3230 per yen during the month. 
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THE ALPHABET (PANCHUL) 

Sixck the foreigner has come to Chosen, there lias been 
considerable consultation and writing on subjects that we had 
thought scarcely worthy of attention heretofore. Among these I 
have been more especially interested in the Panchul, aud have 
waded through the various notes in the Repositohy as well as 
through the long paper, headed: u The Korean Alphabet.” 

I respect the foreigner when he is wise, but on this sub¬ 
ject of the Panchul, I see that his beliefs rest on too doubtful 
& foundation for any Korean to keep company with him. He, 
this foreigner, asks me to see a likeness between of the 
Panchul, and the Thibetan cJJ’, and Sanscrit jJ"; between U 
and kj and “LJ"; and fJT and &c. &e. &c. 

If relationship exists in the midst of such dissimilarity, 
who knows hut that I and my dog may have been one some 
time in the past, for while I claim on the whole to being his 
superior I certainly bear much more resemblance to him than 
does our Chosen Eumoun | to these so-called near relations. 

Let us hope that the doctrine £ the foreigner preaches, 
and the laws he boasts of bear a nearer relation to truth and 
righteousness, than do these characters one to another.— 

° -T- bJ * H £ * & 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



294 


THB KORKIN REPOSITORY. 


The origin of the Panchul as taught by the fathers is, I 
think, held the same by all Chosenese who m\ke any claim 
to scholarship, and I shall attempt to give it as clearly as 
I can. 

In the first place the Panchul was invented in the 
year Eul-chuuk* of king Syei Chong,f a m march who was 
by no means a lover of Buddha. Scarcely fifty years had passed 
since the fall of Kui SyengJ: which was really a Buddhist 
city. With its fall Buddha along with his Sanscrit and 
Thibetan was driven from the Palace and became an exile even 
in his own country. No disciple was allowed to enter the gates 
of Seoul. The King and royal household became devout fol¬ 
lowers of Confucius § studying the Clioo Yek || or Yek Kyeng 
and other classics. 

Familiar to all readers of these classics are the combina¬ 
tions for the O-Eum or Five Tones, arranged and studied 
according to Pok Heui’s cc Eight Diagrams.If 

- £ £ - 

The Five Combinations. 

4th. Division, 

Middle. 

t & 

2nd. Division. 
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1st. (back teeth); 2nd. (tongue); 3rd. ^ (front 
teeth); 4th. © (lips); 5th. m (throat). 

Immediately below this I would give the Enrnoun forms 
of the Panchul in their proper order and with their names, 
which order and names too aid in settling their origin.- 

(25) r»] (20) (15) -Jr (10) 7: (6) U Pi*op (1) -7 Ki-ok 

(2G) o (21) (16) of. (11) (7) > Si-ot (2) w Ni-oun 

(22) j&l (17) c|:(12) ^7 (8) ^ Aspirate(3) xz Ti-geut 

(23) ^-(18) o] (13) £(9) o 1-hang (4) a Li-eul 

(24) (19) ocj (14) a (5) o Mi-oum 

From 1 to 9 are or parent-letters, which alone have 

names. 

From 10 to 26 are derivations. 

In the Five Tone Combinations according to the law of 
Pok Heui’s Eight Diagrams, we begin at the East. We find 
the character here given as illustration of this first sound to be 
leak A*t. which must be pronounced with open mouth 
as coming from the back teeth according to the character ah 
yf 1 (back teeth). Here we find ki-ok to be the perfect ex¬ 
ample of this u back tooth sound,” hence the king placed it first 
in his alphabet and marked it ^>- or -7 a8 a picture of the 
open jaws pointed toward the hack teeth. 

We turn now to the South or second division of the Five 
Tone Combinations and find the illustrating sound character to 
be tehee mi pronounced we are told with the tongue 
1 that means with the end of the tongue against the 
front part of the palate. Therefore any “tongue" sounds 
in the alphabet will necessarily come under this division. 
Turning now to test them we find ni-oun ( ) ti-geut ( C ) li- 

eul (S ) to be all u tongue sounds,” that is, made with the end 
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of the tongue against the front part of the palate. But why 
should we find three under tliis heading, and only one under the 
first quarter? Simply because the back tooth sound is one 
only,and cannot vary, while the tongue sound can vary, as open, 
closed, and rolling, beyond which there is no possible variation. 
Ki-onn is the open sound, and is marked\/because in pronouncing” 
it the tongue tails from tire roof of the mouth in the shape pio- 
tured. Ti-geut is the closed tongue sound and is marked c be¬ 
cause the tongue returns to the palate quickly after falling. In li - 
^iil the tongue rolls, lienee the shape of the letter Z is an expression 
of it. 'These three, ni-oun ' t ^)ti gent ( cl ) and li-eul ( ) come 

then under the second division of the Five Tone Combinations. 
Thus being derived explains the place given them in order, im¬ 
mediately following ki-ok ( *7 ). 

According to lhik Heui’s diagrams we should now take the 
West or third division of the Five Tone Combinations, which 
has for illustrating character sang iffi pronounced as 
indicated through the front teeth Letters there¬ 

fore under this division must have a hissing sound. Turn¬ 
ing to the alphabet we find that mi-wum and pi-op are 
altogether foreign to this division so we pass them over and 
come to si-ot a front tooth letter and coming at once under this 
division. It is called a hissing letter, hence its forked appearance 
A, which was made in illustration of the sound. This figure /\ 
too, is the common way of picturing the front teeth. 

Next comes the North or fourth division of the Five Tone 
Combinations and the illustrating character found isoo^^L, 
pronounced as the attending character jg ^ shows, with the lips. 
Turning again to the Panchul ,mi-oum( a ) and pi-op ( U ) fall 
atouce into thisdivision both being lip letters. Mi-owm is marked 
17 from the shape of the lips in pronouncing it. 

Just here I may note that a dot or dash of the pen gives an 
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aspirated Found to a letter, so o written U makes pi-op. Pi- 
op is simply an aspirated mi-oum (prove this by testing). To 
the present time pi op is often written d , as it was at the first. 

1 liiis far we liave seen that the alphabet instead of taking 
the Five Tone Combinations in their order,has put o and \J 
of the fourth division, before A of the third division. This 
change was made for euphony as the king found to read 
l«*s smoothly between H and o than it does after H 

Here wo reach the pen dot nr dash ( „ ) which is used as an 
aspirate. In music it had been called tbe thalz pyeng* or 
r«>ugb sound and from this fact the king incorporated it in the 
Pancliul. 

\V e come now to the last and Middle Divisioncf the Five 
Tone Combinations. Tbe illustrating character is koung 
and the accompanying characterj[|j? jflr (throat) tells us 
tn.it it is a throat sound. Searching through the alphabet we find 
that tbe last letter that has a name, (o i-Jtatig), comes under 
this class. It is a throat sound arid the shape is a picture of 
the open throat. 

Here the divisions of our Five Tone Combinations end. Here 
also the named loiters end and if we look more closely wo find that 
the independent letters end as well with i-hang. All that fol¬ 
low are simply combinations of these made up of parts already 
given. The alphabet as far as i-hang all scholars call the 
or “mother form’* because from them come all the others. 
^ is a combination of with the aspirate. 

-fc has a double aspirate over the ^ 

^ is —j with the dash making an aspirated letter u k’h" 
^ is with the aspirate making w t’li” 

is aiso an aspirate letter formerly written II, show- 
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in# it just a variation of , which had already been dotted 
iv.ul ro could not be added to without making more than four 
lines in its construction, a mutiplyiug of which the inventor 
Bought carefully to avoid. 

is the doubly aspirated & and pronounced Ka. 

As Pok Heui’s Eight Diagrams are an attempt to picture 
heat and cold and consequently all the forms of life springingfrom 
these, so the Kn-moun is an attempt to picture sound. Any one 
following carefully through the nine w parent letters” will see this 
picturing. I n the remaining letters which correspond to the vow¬ 
els of the West this sound-picturing will be even more manifest. 

Th^y are all made by combining the i-hang ( o ) and the 
pen dash ( J ), some of two, and some of three parts. In each 
case the longer line marks the position of the lips; the shorter the 
direction of the sound, while the i-hang ( o ) is the throat 
which must always be present if we have sound at .all. 

In °j" this line | indicates the lips wide open. The posi- 
tionof this line „ marks the sound coming from the front of the 
mouth, a forward sound, one not connected with or confined in the 
throat. Testing your so-called vowel sounds you find that a as iu 
father is the only one that answers to this, which is the correct 
reading of this Chosen letter. 

In the perpendicular line shows the lips also open but c 
marks the sound back in the mouth and connected with the throat 
and called in Korean u areturning Bound.”* Testing again wo 
find it requires a sound as a in awl which is the Chosen reading 
of this letter. 

Iu the horizontal line shows the lips instead of opening! 
close and protruding, and ^ marks a sound iu the hack of the 
iu uth near the throat which answers too in tone , also a ‘‘re¬ 
turning sound.” 
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In (—) shows the lips close and protruding and 

marks a front or u forward sound ”° as it is called, in contrast 
to the u returning." Oo as in tool answers to this, the reading of 
the letter. 

The oj: ocj SL -jj- are only combinations of the forms 
already written and are intended to increase the sound as with 
y prefixed. 

. In the horizontal line shows the lips close and protrud¬ 
ing hut the sound-line is absent being identical with the throat- 
circle and therefore not written. This sound then is in the 
throat and will be identical with the French eu which is the 
case as found by testing. 

In o], | sliovvs the lips open and free but the sound-line 
is again identical with the throat-circle answering to ee in 
Jree. 

o shows the lip-line and sound all included ia I he pen 
dot showing that it is a sound through the throat with lips iu 
repose as is the case with a in hat. 

Let me add a note to say that the o is often written 
in old books. A line from the Yek Kycnglf throws light on this. 

(One line and three lines around are 

identical.) 

The three'cornered figure and the round are one and the 
same, another proof if need be, that the Eu-mouu ia an attempt 
at sound-writing, invented on the basis of the ancient Chinese 
classics, and with no connection whatever with Buddhism iu 
any of its forms. 

Yi Ik Selt +. 




+ 

+ 
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III. 

Once within sight of the Paktusnn I fancied our troub¬ 
les were fairly over, as it seemed but fifteen miles distant and 
separated from us only by one deep valley. However I was 
much mistaken. We had now to leave the track which we 
had thus far been following and my guides seemed somewhat 
at a loss to know how to proceed. It did not therefore come 
ns a great surprise to me when I was told about an hour later 
that we had lost our way. The fact was that the guides were 
not such at all but common cattle-jobbers who occasionally 
crossed the mountains in the pursuit of their avocation, and 
who knew the route thus far, but were utterly at fault in at¬ 
tempting to reach the summit of ibis particular mountain. My 
followers uow with one voice expressed their unwillingness? to 
go any further and it was only by means of threats that tli^y 
were persuaded to go on, and to send one of their number t« i 
find the sable-trapper who was supposed to reside somewhere in 
the vicinity. It was a satisfaction to feel that I bad some¬ 
what of a hold on them—tlr*y m ide a bargain to the effect that 
uuless the expedition reached tho Faktusan they were not to 
receive anything One of the guides accordingly start'd to 
find what seemd to me the mythical trapper. After an absence 
of three hours be turned up, sure enough, followed by the trap¬ 
per, a fine stalwart young Coreau who came to this district from 
J'akchong every autumn to rem tin a few months. Ho con¬ 
ducted us to bis diminutive l-*g but on the banks of a litth* 
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stream away down in the valley 2000 feet below the spot where 
wo met him. Here for the first time I saw a sable and a sable- 
trap. .A s we descended from the plateau through a dense fore6t 
of pine trees I noticed that nearly every one of the fallen trees 
(and there are more fallen than standing trees in all these 
forests) had a small log or branch supported horizontally above 
it some four or five inches. By a simple arrangement of twigs 
the slightest pressure on one of them causes the log to full, crush¬ 
ing to death any small animal which may find itself under¬ 
neath. A sable I am told seldom if ever runs on the ground. 
He invariably jumps from log to log and in this way meets his 
death. When a trap has been successfully used it is allowed 
to remain idle for a time as the sables seem to shun it just as 
our domestic rats shun a trap that has caught a friend. There 
is another more successful trap which is placed on the trunks 
of trees which are felled purposely across streams. Here tho 
sable in jumping over a twig finds himself with a noose round 
his neck, drawn tight by the weight of a stone which he him- 
scdf has displaced in the act of jumping. On this very evening 
we had to cross a stream twenty feet wide by one of these tree 
trunks, which was scarcely more than seven inches in diameter. 
The water was forty feet below the banks and the current quite 
strong; moreover the tree was covered with trust and looked 
dreadfully slippery. In order to remove as much of the frost 
as possible, for my benefit., the coolies crossed over first. It was 
ticklish work even for them and I trembled when 1 saw one of 
them who was carrying our indispcnsables swaying backwards 
and forwards right in the centre of the chasm. He reached the 
other side in safety and in a little while recovered from his 
fright. Now came my turn—I made the attempt and suc¬ 
ceeded. 

On reaching the trapper’s hut the coolies, wearing veiy 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



302 


THE KOREAN REPOSITORY. 


long and solemn faces, approached me in a body and requested 
mo to fire off ray gun a couple of times. They said this would 
ward oil the mountain spirits which were very numerous now 
us we w'ere approaching the sacred mountain. Every evening 
alter this two shots were fired off with the best results to the 
susceptibilities of my superstitious friends. The trapper had 
quantities ot beaver and sable skins hanging up outside his cabin 
but not one would lie sell because it was bad luck he said to 
soil before the tenth of the next moon. The real reason was 
that In* had already sold them in prospective to some Chinese 
merchant who would soon send an agent round to collect them. 

Two days’ more travel, the trapper acting as guide, brought 
us to the above-mentioned Chinaman’s hut. lie very kindly 
put us up Ibr a consideration of thn e dollars which I gave him 
when we left. He grumbled, and said that the three gentle- 
nn'ii who had previously stayed with Him (Messrs James, Eal- 
foul, and Younghusband) had given him five dollars each. This 
old Chinaman and his friend say that they live here at an al¬ 
titude of G200 feet all the year round, which is doubtful. The 
Corean trap pern all leave in December as no trapping can be 
done on account of the snow. 

It was a most lovely day when I reached the hut, after 
climbing up from the bottom of the deep, sombre valley, skirt¬ 
ing the mountain on the south and west. The sun was bril¬ 
liant but the cold in the shade was intense. We could now see 
that there was very little snow on the mountain though it was 
lieu] ed up in considerable quantities in places where it was 
protected from the sun’s v ays. Quite near by there were several 
sulphur springs having a temperature of 180° f. These I 
visited, and haver down where they ran into a small stream my 
Corean servant and I bathed. The temperature even here was 
as hot as an ordinary hot bath and the *ater smelt horribly, 
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but we were very thankfiil to be able to wash anywhere and 
certainly were in need of it. 

The following morning, having slept fairly comfortable on 
the hang , with a coolie on either side and accompanied by my 
servant interpreter and the trapper, the ascent was begun. The 
remainder of the Koreans declined to go from superstitious 
motives. I was rather disappointed at this as the whole night 
previous had been spent in piayer and in making offerings of 
boiled rice to the local deities, which I thought might have 
sufficiently cleared the spiritual atmosphere to allow of the 
whole party making the asceut together The rice was of 
course eaten after having been exposed on the rocks for a cer¬ 
tain length of time. They naturally explained that the spirits 
were satisfied with the savour of the offerings and that after 
it had ceased smoking they were at liberty to eat it. 

A t 11.30 A. m. , after an arduous climb of 2700 feet, the 
summit was reached. The last thousand feet was very steep and 
the climbing hard as our feet sank in the crumbling pummicu 
which forms the side, and the colour of which gives the mountain 
its name. About one bundled feet below the summit we found 
ourselves between two jagged peaks, on the edge of an im¬ 
mense lake two and or e half miles in diameter, and circular in 
shape. It comes so suddenly in view that one is almost shut- 
led. The entire lake presents itself during the last half dozen 
steps of the way. We now discover that the peaks which we 
have all along had in view are only two of m my, which rise 
straight up from the water’s edge completely hiding the others as 
one appro iches from that side. The height of the mountain 
according to the aneroid is 8900 feet. This is more than Cap¬ 
tain Younghusband estimated it at, if I remember aright, hut I 
think that this estimate may be taken as fairly correct, since 
the barometer in Corea hardly ever varies. In fact I have 
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lieaid it stated that there is absolutely no excitement in keep¬ 
ing one in this country as it never requires resetting. 

The view from the summit is magnificent. We' looked 
down upon a vast plain in the direction of Kirin, the mountain 
]teaks away off in the distance. On all other sides there was 
nothing to be seen hut rolling hills clothed to their very tops 
with pine trees. Not a house or habitation of any kind was in 
Bight, but in the dim distance far away down on the Manchu- 
riau plaiy we could here and there discern what we thought to 
be smoke arising from some hamlet or small village. The sun 
was shining brightly and the w T ind wasstrongand bitterly cold, 
but in spite of it the surface of the lake was without the slight¬ 
est ripple, bo far (250 feet) is it below the crater, for of course 
the mountain is an extinct volcano which at one time in ages 
past must have been very active. The water of the lake is of 
a deep blue colour and but for the steepness of the surrounding 
r >cks and their crumbling nature some of the water might have 
been procured for analysis. Having sjxjnt a couple of hours 
scrambling along the edge of the lake admiring the desolation 
which surrounds it, my servants declared they must go because 
the mountain spirit is strongly opposed to any who take more than 
a cursory glance at his domain. Accordingly they departed by 
ihemsclvcs only to lose their way and when I returned some 
hours later they had not yet appeared. Two hours after they 
turned up, looking extremely frightened, no doubt expecting 
every moment to find their necks miraculously lengthened, 
which, tradition has it, was the case with an over-curious travel¬ 
ler many ages ago. 

In spite of the desolation apparent in this vast tract of 
inountainoeseountry there are quantities of pig and deer. Tigers 
too must be numerous as many footprints were Been. It was 
impossible to follow them on account of scarcity of provisions, 
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and there being no guides. The Coreans are so afraid of them 
that they wilt render no assistance whatever in following them 
up. 

The next day wo started on our return journey to Pochu- 
wee where the ponies had been left. The same track was in 
the. main followed though the distance was shortened on ac¬ 
count of our not losing our way and also by one or two short cuts. 
Soon after leaving the plateau it began to snow very heavily, 
but this soon turnod to rain as our descent was quite rapid. 
Late in the evening camp had to he made and as there was no 
water, the rain having ceased, there was nothing for supper. 
The guides had overestimated the distance that could be made 
in the given time and the water was not reached. This was 
very disappointing. A start was made the following morning 
at a very early hour. It had frozen hard during the night and 
wo were all more or less exhausted. It is had to start out with¬ 


out having eaten something nnd yet what .was to be done? 
The desired halting place was reached in a few hours. Din¬ 
ing the remainder ol the day we passed through large tracts of 
forest which were' burning furiously in every direction. The 
smoke and glare were blinding and the crashing of the immense 
trees as they fell was deafening. The coolies were quite used 
up and it was resolved to push on as quickly as possible to 
Pochuwee. P>y dint of early rising and late camping we reached 
the haven of rest in a dirty and ragged condition, after 
four days’ more tramping. Two hundred and ten miles had 
been accomplished during the seventeen days of our open air 
life and considering the weight to he carried and the country 
to be traversed it was a very creditable performance for the 
coolies. When they came to receive their wages tho next d.iy 
it was hard to recognize them 60 clean and well dressed weie 


they. Honey and eggs, the latter hardly known in northern 
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Corea and never to be purchased, they brought as presents 
and very gratefully were they received. Half their pay they 
took in dollars, and they gain a very good exchange for them—• 
550 cash per dollar. It appears they trade a good deal with 
Vladivostock and thus become accustomed to silver currency. 
I found out then that two of them had been with Mr. Camp¬ 
bell inhisattempt to reach Paktusan and that the mysterious 
illness of the guide which prevented the success ot his expe¬ 
dition was feigned; that they all participated in the deception 
and that the reason for it all was their superstitious fear of the 
evil spirit of this famous mountain. Of course they said noth¬ 
ing concerning this matter until they were pressed to do so, 
when they were quite frank. When reading Mr. Campbells 
account there appeared to be something extraordinary in this 
illness of the guide, consequently it was well for a future tra¬ 
veller to be oq his' guard. Another attempt in this direction, 
in which however they failed, was wheu Mr Campbell’s guides 
lost their way. 

By easy stages through Kapsan (where all wore again 
civil and nothing of which to complain but the smells and the 
tilth), Pakchang and Hamheung, Wonsan was reached, where 
we made halt for a few days. Ou the way down the shooting 
was magnificent. There were such quantities of swans, ducks, 
and geese as were probably never before seen by a white m in. 
The pheasants and quail too were very plentiful and all were 
confiding and easy of approach. The latter aie evidently much 
relished by the natives as numbers of them were always to be 
seen, hawk on wrist and dog at heel, beiting the country in 
all directions. Every native about Hamheung appears to pos¬ 
sess a hawk of some sort. Some are large and pugnacious too, 
at least towards white men. On several occasions [ have had 
my hat knocked oft* by incautiously approaching too close to 
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one on his peicli who would promptly strike out at me with 
hoth wings and claws. These larger ones are used to hawk 
pheasants and the smaller kind for quails and other small game, 
and they are always taken out without hoods, which seems 
strange. 

From Wonsan to Seoul required another five days and 
on the Mill, day of November the journey was completed. It 
had taken just about two and a half months and had been on 
the whole very enjoyable. Seeing new countries and new people 
is always attractive, arid more especially so when one feels 
himself lo be one of a favored few in this rogaid. 

In conclusion I may add that my especial thanks are due 
to the gentlemen whose acquaintance I had the pleasure of 
making during my slioit stay in Corea, for their exceptional 
kindness to a person wholly unknown to them. 

H. Goolp-Adams. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE JAPANESE INVASION. 

VII. CONCLUSION. 

Of the remaining phases of the invasion, that which may 
be counted the most interesting—the stipulations which led to 
the evacuation of the peninsula— is shrouded in some obscurity 
and considerable patient study of the historical traces of the 
invasion in the literature of the three countries involved will 
be necessary before anything like a conclusion can be reached. 
The second invasion is a sufficient witness to the fact that 
Hideyoshi and the Japanese understood one thing while the 
two Continental Powers attempted another. The story that 
the Japanese were hoodwinked through ignorance of the writ¬ 
ten terms of the treaty is deserving of credence only upon the 
most incontestible evidence, and this the writer thinks it lacks, 
explanation of the misunderstanding being of an entirely dif¬ 
ferent character. Reserving this question for future study we 
shall have to rest content with the statement that there were 
— terms. 

The remaining history of the invasion is soon told. At last 
word came to the Chinese that the Japanese would listen to 
teirns, if the allies had any to propose, and the former imperial 
envoy, You-kyong, was called upon to conduct the negotiations. 
He reached the little town of Yongsan three miles out from Soul 
on the banks of the Han River in the fourth moon, and there 
met a council of Japanese generals, among them Kata and 
Konishi. lie repeated his demands made at Pyongyang, and 
the Japanese agreed to evacuate Soul on the 19th. of that moon, 
the Chinese not to leave Songdo until that date. 
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On the 19th. of the fourth moon the march south from 
Soul began, but the Japanese had used the time of the truce 
in making terrible reprisals on the Koreans. The ground out¬ 
side the South Gate became like a gTeat slaughter-pit where 
thousands of the natives were executed. The city was set on 
fire and a good portion of it reduced to ashes. On the 20th. 
Yi entered Soul and discovering this immediately ordered 
10,000 men under his younger brother to start in pursuit. 
They did go a couple of days’ march, when their valiant com¬ 
mander countermarched back to Soul excusing himself from 
the puisuit on the ground of a severe cold from which he de¬ 
clared he was sulVering. 

The march of the Japanese south was a holiday parade 
with feasting, dancing, and merry-making in every camp. 
Even the Korean volunteers, who had swarmed about the gar¬ 
risons in the south and fought with a spirit that sought rather 
to kill off the foe than to win battles, suspended their wicked 
violence. We hear nothing of prisoners having been taken by 
these volunteers; it is doubtful if thty ever took any, while the 
dead Japanese were counted with the greed of a miser count¬ 
ing his gold. 

The Japanese reached the south end of the peninsula safe¬ 
ly and massed their forces there, raising a line of fortified camps 
embracing a number of important magistracies. These were 
garrisoned with sufficient strength to hold the position. 

The Koreans concluded to take matters in their own 
hands, and rallying in great force at the city of Cliinchu 
mndo preparation* to sweep the Japanese into the “Southern 
Sea.” But they without wailing to be attacked matched 
30,000 strong against the natives and invested the city on the 
22 nd. of the fifth moon. For some days, from the 22nd. to 
the 29th. the siege lasted, the fighting continuing day and 
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night. At last the Japanese were compelled to withdraw, but 
not until they had inflicted losses which the Koreans estimated 
at 70,000 men. Things continued thus until the eighth moon 
1598 when the final treaty of this first invasion was negotiated 
and the greater part of the Chinese forces were ordered home. 

The return of His Majesty Sunjo to Soul was a slow and 
sad procession. Pyongyang fell into the hands of the allies on 
the 9th. of the first moon. Ou the 17th. the king left his 
frontier refuge Wechu, and came as far as Sookchun twenty 
miles from Pyongyang. Here he remained until the third 
moon. His experiences at Pyongyang, on his last visit led 
him to give that city a wide berth, and passing around it and 
its turbulent populace he came on to the city of Whangchu 
where he remained until after the seventh moon. It was not 
until the 4th. of the 10th. moon, 1.593, after an absence of eight¬ 
een months that he re-entered Soul, 1 he queen remaining at Hai- 
chu. He found a wrecke l city and a decimated populace. His 
own palace had been destroyed by fire; the u old ” palace, (now 
the royal resilience and one of the oldest palaces in Soul) had 
been used as barracks and stables and was in too filthy a condi¬ 
tion for hibitation, so temporary quarters were arranged for 
him in the palaces of lhe Five Princes, 0 Rung To, and at present 
the property, or at least a portion of it is the property of the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission. Here His Majesty remained until 
1 G10, seventeen years, which tinn was occupied in the restora¬ 
tion of his own palace, situated near the Great East Gate, and 
known among foreigners as the u old palace.’* 

The condition of the populace of Soul was deplorable. 
Famine soon broke out and nearly completed the work of an¬ 
nihilation beg in by the Japanese. His Majesty did all he 
could to alleviate the distress, opening five food dispensaries 
and freely distributing the royal stores to his starving people. 
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The Japanese remained at the south end of the peninsula, 
safe behind their fortified entrenchments. There were a few 
small engagements at different times but nothing to equal Chin- 
chu. Ten thousand Chinese were watching them, and remained 
in a position to block any attempt to march north again until 
the eighth moon of 1594 when the peninsula is reported to have, 
been without Chinese defenders. The Japanese never complete¬ 
ly evacuated Korea. 

Thus ended for a time one of the bloodiest wars in history; 
a war so bloody that we are led to regard Tamerlane marking 
his route by mountains of humau heads as but an ordinary 
Asiatic general. During the two years and more the loss of life 
was frightful; nothing remains upon which to base a reliable 
estimate; but the Ear Monument of Kioto, and the accounts of 
such Iwittles as Kyongchu, Choungchu, llairgchu, Pyongyang, 
Yenan, the Jmchiu River, the massacre at Soul, Ulsan, and 
Chinchu, besides fifty other engagements would make a million 
lives and over a conservative estimate. 

We leave it here. The end was not yet. Soon the fires of 
the second invasion will he lighted and the country until 1597 
again drenched in blood. But for an interval Korea is to enjoy 
a respite of peace during which her unhappy people may be¬ 
wail their desolate homes, the famished and perishing living, 
and an apparently black and hopeless future. 


Geo. Heder Jones. 
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DATA ON THE POPULATION OF KOREA. 

There arc few better evidences of interest in a country 
«nd its people than the desire to get at the size of its popu¬ 
lation. I am therefore more than pleased to hear, for the 
hundredth time perhaps, questions like these:— 

What is the population of Korea? Have all the availa¬ 
ble data been fairly and thoroughly studied ? What is the 
general consensus now among those foreigners who have trav¬ 
eled in Korea as well as in other countries? What figure do 
the natives usually give? &c. &c. 

Nearly all who Lave given the subject any attention agree 
upon one point, namely that a definite figure cannot he reached 
at present. On the road from Seoul across the peninsula to 
Wonsan, only the magistracies number over one hundred houses. 
A village of eiglily houses looks large compared with Chinese 
villages of the same number of houses. The houses occupy 
much space and are not built close together. Thus, one who 
has travelled in Jjipan and China, would get the impression 
that the population of Korea is small. But the amount of land 
cultivated suggests a larger population than is found in the 
villages along the main roads, and looking into the distant 
mountain recesses one finds small hamlets and even single 
houses almost hidden in the most out-of-the-way places. 

Again, the traveller will observe, that the Koreans do not 
cultivate as carefully as their neighbours (the Chinese and Jap¬ 
anese). and using both horses and cattle more gen.T illy, occupy a 
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larger surface per capita. Cu the other hand again it will 
occur to him that wherever agriculture is so extensively carried 
on there must he a population sufficiently large to demand it, 
inasmuch as the Koreans have hardly begun planting for ex¬ 
portation. This however is again offset by noticing, as he 
cannot fail to do, that the Koreans are probably the most 
wasteful people known. In harvesting their crops a large pro¬ 
portion of the grain, especially millet, is left on the ground, a 
fact that accounts largely for the prevalence of birds, field 
animals, and- insects. Then again while the Korean, like the 
Chinaman, numbers the 14 eating mouths,” it will soon occur to 
the newcomer that the Korean mouth demands more than any 
other mouth. The bread, long-handled brass spoon that crowds 
the chopsticks to the edge of the table is not without signifi¬ 
cance. On the East coast of the country the “due portion” of 
rice 44 pressed down ” constitutes a hulk measuring five inches 
in diameter and eight inches in height, and seeing them u take 
to it ” one is forcibly reminded of the lad who, while eating an 
apple, silenced his importunate fiiend with— 41 there isn 't go¬ 
ing to he a core!” I mention these things not because I 
am writing on one side or the other of the question hut because 
they do not seem to have been taken into consideration hereto¬ 
fore. I still iidine to the opinion that the population is 
not loss than 7,000,GC0 nor more than 10,000,000. A class of 
intelligent natives recently put it at 12,000,000, and your cor¬ 
respondent U G.” (pp. 278 — 282) makes out a strong case for a 
population of lC,000,000. 

In the rural districts, I have been repeatedly told, families 
rarely number more than fifteen persons, while in the capital 
they sometimes count as many as one hundred, including serv¬ 
ants. On inquiry I learned that four of the leading families 
in the capital consist of 60,30,90 and 22 persons respectively, 
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and my informants think the families of the higher officials 
would not average less than 20 nor more than 30 individual 
yet every Korean consulted will mention families among 
his acquaintances consisting of two persons only. I have made 
the acquaintance of such families and not a few houses have 
hut one occupant. 

I recently made the following experiment: I questioned 
a number of Koreans on the ten houses nearest to their own, 
hoping in this way to reach an average that might furnish 
an additional clue. It is not necessary to point out the incom¬ 
pleteness of this table, yet such as it is, it seems to convey a 
fairly reliable idea as to the size of the Korean family, and 
may suggest some practical form of tabulation to those who 
continue the study of the subject. 



Largest family in 

Smallest family in 

Average 


his i m m e d i at c 

his immediate 



neighborhood 

n eig hborhood 



numbers— 

numbers— 


A. lives ioo in.S. 




of Seoiu; age jo; 
occupation, books 
and tanning. 

10 pet sons. 

2 persons . 

4-6 

B. lives 190 m.S. 
of Seoul; age 32; 
scholar. 

12 ., 

2 „ 

6.6 

C. lives 190 m. S. 

E of Seoul; age 41 
occupation books 




and farming. 

U. lives in Seoul 

11 .» 

l „ 

5-3 

among students, 
laboiersand schol¬ 




ars; age 52; occupa¬ 
tion, teacher. 

5 

2 0 

3-7 

li. livcs in Seoul; 
age, 36; scholar. 

20 

2 „ 

79 

General average. 



5.05 


Conservative. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DAILY GAZETTE. 

Oct. 6th. Han Chang Syek, the governor of Kyong Keui Do returned 
to Seoul, having inspected the road and bridges leading to the grave of the 
late Queen Dowager. 

H. \I. issued instructions regarding his next visit to the late Queen 
Dowager’s tomb. The procession is to be in all respects like the usual proces¬ 
sion within the city, i. e. the expensive array of horses brought from the 
royal stables from all parts of the land and the illumination of the road on 
his return at dusk are to be omitted. 

Oct. 12th. The Chong Won suggests that Mr. Kim YengSu be instruct¬ 
ed to write a prayer to be used by H. M. when he worships at the South 
Temple. 

His Royal Highness, (the third son of H. M.) UiHwaKoon,* Pan Pusa 
(Mr. Kim), Ryong Ton Lyong (Mr. Kim), Pan Pusa (Mr. Chyo) former Min¬ 
ister of the Right, Ni Syeng O and Kim Yeng Su will each present the 
cup to H. M. from the 3rd. to the 9th. order at the approaching feast, (H. M. 
the Crown Prince and Her Majesty the Crown Princess taking the 1st. and 
2nd. order respectively). 

Oct. 13th. The Telegraph Office states that as the line is now completed 
to Wonsan a new officer, Yi Ki Hongf should be put in charge at the lat¬ 
ter station. 

Oct. 15th. Mr. Chyeng, Minister of the Right says he cannot receive so 
many rewards from H. M. 

Oct. 16th. H. M. replies to the Minister of the Right saying: Do not 
hesitate to receive my presents. 

Oct. 18th. Mr. Chyeng, Minister of the Right asks permission to resign 
as superintendent of the royal hospital. 

Oct. 19th. H. M. accepts the above resignation and appoints Ryong 
Ton Lyong as superintendent. 

Shim Ui Tuk, in charge oi the Royal Ancestral Temple, and Song Po 
Yong, the Secretary of the Board of Music, will change places with each 
other. 
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Oct. 20th. H. M. orders that Kwon Ik Sang* and Song Choung Soupy 
(bo.h being descendants of renowned patriots) be given a musical instrumen t 
each, to be played at the head of their processions on the streets, in honor 
of their success at the recent civil examinations. 

H. M. accepts the resignation of Hwang Ki Yen! appointed consul at 
Tientsin. 

Oct. 22nd. Chyo Chin Sul, the Pong Shang Pan Kwan (the officer in 
charge of the sacrifices) went to the west to harvest the grain to be used for 
the sacrifices. 

Oct. 23rd. Han Yong Won has returned to Seoul after harvesting the 
grain for the sacrifices. 

Oct. 25th. Kim Ik Kyeng went to Pukhan \ to attend to the airing of 
some books belonging to H. M’s ancestral library. 

The Board of Civil Offices urges the discharge of Kim Sun Kyun || as 
magistrate of Konvang ^ because he had not received the 6th. rank at the 
time of his appointment. 

Oct. 27th. H.M. orders Yi YongChik**, Vice Pres, of the Foreign Office, 
:o attend to the business of said office until the appointment of a President. 

Oct. 28th. II. M. announces that he and the Crown Prince will both at¬ 
tend the review of the troops belonging to the Pukhan garrison. 

H.M. issues orders that the President of the War Office and all the 
generals of the department must hereafter be present when he reviews the 
troops. 

Oct. 30th. The Board of Astronomy reports % of an inch of wat«r since 
the rain from 6 A. m. to 4 P. m. yesterday. 

Yar.gTu Pyeng went to Muchuff to attend to the airing of some books 
belonging to the royal ancestral library. 
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NOTES, QUERIES &c. 

At the Magistracy of Kim-syeng there is a marble ridge which may he 
seen from quite a distance owing to its brilliant whiteness whereverthe road 
crosses it. Fine monuments consisting of this material, erected in honor of 
deserving officials are seen at favorite sites on the main roads. 

A rout three days’ journey from Seoul, eastward, slate is largely usod 
for covering buildings. Slabs 2 x 3 ft. surface, and an inch thick are to 1 c 
seen occasionally. It is broken in the most irregular shapes and kept in 
place by its own weight. It is said to abound throughout the northern half 
of the Peninsula and is used extensively for making pots and vessels in 
the Hoanghai province. Western skill is all that is necessary to make valu¬ 
able roofing material of it. 

However severely some of these Eastern governments may secin to 
deal with their living subjects,one cannot but admire the deep and abiding 
desire manifested on so many occasions to make the fullest possible repara¬ 
tion where any one has been seriously wronged or where true merit re¬ 
mained unrecognized. Such reparations or rewards may seem almost triv¬ 
ial to a Western mind, but in a certain sense their very triviality gives them 
dignity and importance. 

These thoughts are suggested by the Gazette of the 20th.inst. published- 
in this issue. The patriot Song Sang Hycn, of whom the recent graduate 
Song Chong Sep has the good fortune as well as the honor to be a dc- 
scendant. lived three hundred and one years ago. He was Prefect of Tong- 
n.ii, (ten miles northeast of t usan), at the time of the Japanese invasion of the 
Peninsula, binding that ihe commander of Tjoa-syon, the adjacent fortress, 
had not only neglected to send troops to protect the village but had dc- 
;eiicd his post, he calr.il> awaited his fate as the invading army started ca 
1[> m erland march Irom Fusan to Seoul. When he was brought before 
the Japanese general and ordered to go on his knees before the enemv of 
'.is country or suffer death, he chose the latter alternative and firmly refused 
to acknowledge any authority but that of his king. “When one of his limbs 
was cut oif by a blow with the sword he remained standing on the other till 
the < * r< 1 c 1 for decapitation was given". His example inspired the people nf 
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the whole province so that by time the invaders had reached its northern 
boundary many were disheartened, not by the resistance they expected to meet 
but by the exhibitions ofloyalty among the common people and were almost 
ready to abandon the task of subduing Chosen. The Japanese themselves 
were the first to recognize the worth of a man like Song and sent his body 
in an elegant casket an 1 with all the expressions of esteem possible under 
the circumstances to the surviving members of the family. "The people 
never pronounce his name.” 

Kwon Ik San is the descendant of Kwon Sang Ha, the wise counselor 
and minister of Suk Chong who reigned from A. D. 1673-1721. 

He was raised from the seclusion of a "retired scholar”, (a student who 
never attends the competitive examinations), to the highest position in the 
gift of his sovereign without passing through the several degrees of advance¬ 
ment. He was so intent on learning that he never reclined, nor removed 
his hat and outer garments. Being the first pupil of the founder of the 
Noron partv.andthe son of SukChongwho succeeded him to the throne be¬ 
ing greatly under the infl' once of the Soron party Kwon fell under suspicion 
and was compelled to take the hemlock. He was a giant physically as 
well as mentally and required more than six times the amount of the fatal 
drug. "The snow always melted first on the roof of his house over the 
place where he sat, so great was the heat that came from his powerful frame.” 
Summer and winter his doors stood open and he required but little clothing. 
Not long after his -death the king discovered his mistake and instituted the 
manifestations of remorse and of the desire to make amends, which continue 
in one form or other to this day. 

Where is Fit sang? The discussion of this question was opened by Ger¬ 
man and French orientalists half a century ago. Dr. Bretschncider, tire 
eminent scientist and sinologue ofSt. Petersburg took a leading part in re-open¬ 
ing it twenty years ago, since which time it has occupied the attention of 
scholars like Dr. J. EdkinsD.D. L.L.I). Editor of The Messenger, and Prof. 
G. Schlegcl of Leyden, Editor of the Toung Pao. So far as we are able to 
ascertain, Dr. B.t ‘schncider’s last paper, Das LAND F U-SASG, appeared in 
Mittheilungen d r Deutschcn Gescllschoft fur Natur-und Volkcrkuneic 
Oslo >ens, Tokio , Band II. Prof. Schlegcl in the May No. of the Toung Pa), 
in the department Problem's Geographiques, under the general heading: 
Fou-sang Kuo, discusses the question at great length giving copious cita¬ 
tions from European and Chinese authors, not omitting the fictitious Stu 
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Uai Kycttg, Dr. Edkins has the happy faculty of giving things in a nut 
shell and his well-known scholarship supplemented by a continued resi¬ 
dence in the East and consequent access to all the literature and other 
sources of information on the subject almost convinces us that " Pit-sang 
Kuk" embraced that part of Asia now known as Japan and Korea. Many 
of Hei-sim’s statements (a. d. 499 and 520) seem to tally with Korean 
legends concerning the Island of Quelpaert. The Doctor’s arguments are 
perhaps a little too terse and are often [overlooked by those who are not 
on the search. We fail to find the application of his statement that the 
"officers(of the Ko-ku-li people) were called Tai-ro,* which sounds like the 
modern Corean word for slave ”(?). The Christian Literary Union of Seoul 
devoted its Oct. session to a review of the discussion as conducted by our 
learned friends and we may in a future number of our magazine publish 
the paper read at that meeting. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The town of Chemulpo is still the most "live” spot in the kingdom. 
Several very substantial tuildings as well as some of the cheaper Japanese 
structures are in process of erection. The foundations of the Tow n Hall 
are nearly completed and the building w ill be ready for use next summer. 
The new Mint is approaching completion and the machinery brought down 
from Seoul has been introduced to its new and more imposing quarters. 
Mess. Morse, Townsend & Co. have put up a "Zenith” pumping wind-mill, 
a piece of machinery that may prove as valuable to the Koreans as the 
cotton mill, or even more so. Mess. E. Mcjer & Co. are making substan¬ 
tial improvements on their premises. The excellent, macadamized streets 
are extending in all directions and must prove by far the best object-lesson 
our native friends have ever received. There is probably no other country 
in the world, laying claim to any degree of civilization, where the roads are 
io as deplorable a condition as in this rich and beautiful peninsula. The 
Chemulpo community is doing good to others as well as to itself by the con¬ 
struction of its fine, substantial roads. They will be still more appreciated 
as the town spreads, distances become greater, and wheeled vehicles are 
brought into use. The first material requisite to civilized life is good roads. 


« 
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The cotton cleaning industry is receiving much attention. One man¬ 
power mills have been imported and may be heard in all parts of the Capital 
even late at night. The Koreans seem to have found something'at last that 
is not a toy. 

On the 17th. inst. Her Majesty, the Queen, received in audience Mrs. 
Greathouse, Mrs. Heard, Mrs. Dmitrevsky, Mrs. Sigimura, Mrs. Allen and 
Miss Heard. 

A lunch followed the audience and the ladies were each presented 
w ith some rolls of silk and other articles as mementos of the occasion. 

J. F. Scmoentcke Esq. has been granted leave of absence, and Mr. 
Morgan of Chemulpo takes his place as Acting Chief Commissioner. 

It is rumoured that the Korean government has negotiated a loan 
through a Chinese firm amounting to taels 100,000. 

H. E. Min Chong Mok, President of the Foreign Office has been ap¬ 
pointed Northern governor of Ham Kyeng Do. His successor has not been 
gazetted. 


Lieut. Otto E.Ehlers with his host, the Hon. F. Krien, called at the head¬ 
quarters of the Repository. The Lieutenant is a noted traveller in both Afri¬ 
ca and Asia, and one of the first who ascended the Kilima Njari. In 1889 
he escorted some African chiefs to Germany and presented them to H. m. the. 
Emperor. Among his more recent travels was a visit to Nepal where he 
took part in the British expedition to Manipur to avenge the murder of the 
British officers by the Rajah of that place. He subsequently came through 
Burmahand the Shan States, thence from Bangkok through Siam, Annam 
and Tong King to Canton. After a brief visit in southern China he pro¬ 
ceeded to Pekin and from there into Mongolia. He arrived in Seoul on 
the 17th. in time to witness h. m.’s procession to the tomb of the late queen 
dowager, and left on the 26th. for Nagasaki where he will embark for Vladi- 
vostock. He intends to spend the winter in Japan and to be in Chicago at 
the opening of the World's Fair. 

The Man>on t a barque registering 540 tans burden, sailing from 
Chefoo for Algoa Bay, ran aground on Craig Island, near the Port of 
pusan, between 12.30 and i.ooa. M. Sept. 28th. She drifted off immediate- 
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ly, sustaining however the loss of her rudder and sternpost, and foundered 
about 16 miles from land 14 hours later. Captain Cummings and his 
daughter, together with the charterer (a Chinese merchant) and his party, 
and the crew, consisting of 2 British, 2 Chinese, and a number of Malays 
reached Fusan Thursday afternoon, where they were cared for until the 
following Monday, when the Captain and his crew were sent per S.S. Genkai 
Maru to Nagasaki, whence they will be sent to their homes by the British 
Consul. 

Mr A. Maertfns an old resident in the East and one of the first foreign¬ 
ers in Korea has spent nearly two years in Germany on a well-earned vaca¬ 
tion. He is on his way back to Shanghai where he will introduce some of 
the new methods of silk-spinning. He also holds the agency for a certain 
kind of Petroleum Motors and is bringing a steel boat thirty feet long with 
him. 

The A shareholders of the Seoul Union (Reading Room and Recrea¬ 
tion ground) held their semi-annual meeting on the 22nd. inst. the Hon. A. 
Heard presiding. The condition of the Union was found satisfactory in 
every respect. 

Dr. F. JagorF.R. G. S., member of the Board of Directors of the Roy¬ 
al Ethnological and Art Museum (Museum tiir Vblkerkunde, und Kunst- 
gewerbe-Museum) at Berlin, the venerable and well-known scientist, travel¬ 
ler and writer, has visited the Peninsula a second time and is now on his 
way to the Chicago exhibition. Although in his 76th. year he devoted a full 
week to the study of the flora on the hills around our city. His work on the 
Philippine Islardsisthe standard in Germany. His travels have extended 
over British India, Netherlands India and other parts of Eastern Asia. He 
was *he guest of the Hon. F. Krien while in our midst. 

The Sin Po seems to think that the opening of Pyongyang to foreign 
trade would he of little advantage to Japanese merchants owing totlie prox¬ 
imity of North China ports, whose merchants would naturally get the lion's 
share of all the profits. 

On the 17th. at 6 P. m. a fire broke out on the South Gate street in 
front of the Methodiit Mission hospital destroying twelve native houses. This 
is the largest fire that has occurred in the Capital for quite a number of years. 

Capt. z. S. von Trantzius commander of H. I.G. M's. S.S. Alexandrine 
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which arrived at Chemulpo on the 2nd. and left on the nth. of Oct. with 
his aid-de-camp Lieut. Count Posadowsky-Wehner and paymaster Lieut 
Gemsky paid the Capital a visit and were presented to H. M. the King on 
the 8th. by their host, the Hon. F. Krien, H. I. G. M’s representative in 
Korea. 

One of our new arrivals gathered a bouquet of 47 different flowers dur¬ 
ing a two hours’ ramble over the hills at Chemulpo. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Chain, of Denver. Col. spent a week in Seoul as the 
guests of Miss S, A. Doty. They won for themselves the love and esteem 
of all who had the pleasure of meeting them, and many earnest prayers and 
good wishes followed them as they journeyed on. Their names head the 
lists (printed in the Shanghai papers) of those who perished with the ill-fated 
Bokhara on the reefs of Sand Island. 

The U. S. Legation has notified all Americans in the country to register. 

On theeveningof Oct. 28th.afire occurred in the west end of the Japan¬ 
ese settlement at Fusan, resulting in the loss of between 60 and 70 houses- 
The total loss is estimated at 30,000 yen, which is probably considerably 
above the mark. The houses w ere all poor dwellings and small shops. Had 
l he night not been perfectly calm the result would have been much more 
serious. The fire originated in the breaking ot a kerosene lamp. 

The Sin ro learns that the Korean S. S. Co. in which the Min family 
has always taken great interest has purchased two small steamers costing 
$60,000 to be placed on the Chemulpo—Pyengyang line. The parties through 
whom the purchase is said to have been made however do not corroborate 
the Sin Bo's statement and we fear the Korean commercial navy is still in 
its diminutive condition. 

We have been favored with a copy of the Mittheilungen Deut- 
sciien G ns ell. fur Natur-und Volkekkunde Ostasiens in Tokio, con¬ 
taining .a translation of the IJ-pon keui (Nihongi) by Dr. Florenz. The 
learned Doctor deserves both the congratulations and the thanks not only 
of " Japanologues” but of orientalists generally for his valuable contribution 
to the accessible literature of the Far East. Dr. Chamberlain placed the 
English-reading world under great obligations tohimself by publishing, some 
ten years ago, a translation of the Ku-sye kcui (Kojiki), and the appearance 
of the Upon keui has ever since been looked for with a degree of impatience 
that must have inspired the painstaking translator. Isolated fragments and 
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■selected passages only of this historical work had heretofore been brought 
to the knowledge of Western students and the lucid rendering, enhanced 
by the helpful comments of Dr. F. is sure to meet with a welcome that w ill 
of itself prove a reward for the years of toil it required. In the attempt to 
translate this particular work Dr. F. had but one predecessor, the eminent 
Parisian savant Leon de Kosny. The latter however took it up in its chron¬ 
ological order, giving in his first volume the //istoirc drs rfynnsfit's dh'ine-. 
while Dr. F. took up that portion which "may be considered trustworthy and 
which is likely to maintain its integrity in the presence of historical criticism. * 
He gives us the last two fifths, or that portion which covers the eventful cen¬ 
tury beginning with the accession of Suiko-Tenno to the throne (a. d. 50 <) 
resen ing “die Legenden des Gotterzeitalters ” for future efforts. Bearing 
in mind that Dr. F.resumes the historical narrative where Dr. Chamberlain 
had dropped it and that we are thus placed in possession of the history 01 
Japan from its beginning to the end of the 7th. century we feel more than 
reconciled to his course. 

1 lie history of the Island Empire lieing necessarily interwoven wjtr,- 
thatofthe peninsular kingdom® nothing Jess than a translation cf the ?r y 
kit!; thong-ham itself could have given us greater satisfaction. Oar sp.i e 
forbids further comment on this valuable w ork at present. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR SEPT. 

Chemulpo. Total rain 57;^ hours. 

„ rainfall 3.84 inches. 

Highest Temp. (1st) 86.5. 

Lowest „ (19th.) 10.2. 

Fusan. Total rainfall 367;^ m. in. 

Highest Temp (1st) 90.0. 

Lowest „ (30th.) 57.0. 

IVoyisafi. Total rain 48 hours. 

„ rainfall 11.64 inches. 

Highest Temp. (1st) 29.0 cenlg d. 

Lowest (30th.) 4.0 ,, 

TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE MOON. 

Although the weather was fine the sky was more or less overcast 
and the clouds were changing their forms in quick succession. The pros¬ 
pect of getting a good view of this interesting phenomenon seemed small 
indeed. At 9 p. m. the proportion of clouds were 9 0 , i. e. i° within entire 
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obscurity. At 10.50 the clouds suddenly parted and in the lunar quarter a 
halo appeared expanding to rad. 40°. The moon appeared with one limb 
in contact with the shadow. The first contact with the penumbra here 
should have occurred at 9^. 37 in. 41 s. approximate local time. The first 
part of the phenomenon was thus lost to the observer, but it now seemed to 
promise well for the remainder. The sky was clear with the exception of 
a light cirrus. The first contact took place at the E.S. Eastern limit of the limb. 
At 11 h. 58 m. 40 s. approx, time, the total phase began. At oh. 19 in. o s. A. M. 
(Nov. 5th)occurred the middleor centre of thetotaleclipse which presented a 
beautiful sight. The full disc of the moon appeared through the shadow 
which was of a dark brown color. At this time the cirrus clouds became 
denser and the disc of the total eclipse began to have a burr around it while 
the shadow having its course in the contact to the south left an almost im¬ 
perceptible, narrow, bright strip on the northern edge of the limb. At o h. 
38 rn. 50 s. approx, time the end of the total eclipse took place, but as the 
clouds became denser, moving rapidly eastward no further observations 
were possible until 1 //. 40 in. when the shadow was still slightly in contact 
v ith the limb. 

Chemulpo. F. H. Morsel 


RECORD OF EVENTS. 

ARRIVED. 

Oct. 15. Ter Oiuari Maru, Lieut. Otto E. Ehlers. 

„ 17. Per. GcnkaiMaru J. H. Taft Esq. from Brooklyn N. Y., Mrs Ye 

from Washington D. C., Mrs. Hillier, child and nurse from England, Rev. 
Cameron Johnson and Miss L. Davis of the Presbyterian Mission, South, 
from Virginia, Rev. W. A. Noble and w ife of Pennsylvania, to join the M. E. 
Mission. 

DEPARTED. 

Oct. 16. Per. Owari Maru, Dr. F. Jagor for Nagasaki. 

„ 29. Per. Genk:iiMaru J. H. Taft Esq. and Lieut. Otto E. Ehlcrs fo.* 
Nagasaki. 

GENERAL. 

Oct. 10th. Loss of the P. & O. S. S. Bokhara. 

Cash changed at 3300 per yen during the month. 
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SUGGESTIONS ON TRAVELLING IN KOREA. 

Til e traveller in Korea must first of all provide himself with 
nn unlimited supply of patience. With this and but few things 
else he may travel where lie will in the eight provinces, but with¬ 
out this he would better by far stay at home, lie should also have 
if possible, one reliable native either a teacher or a servant. A a 
to his method of travelling lie can make choice of several 
modes of conveyance but a wheeled vehicle of any kind is out 
of the question, although a bicycle has been ridden to Pyong¬ 
yang and back to Seoul. The native of official rank will 
usually be carried in a sedan chair with from four to eight coolies 
as bearers, but not many foreigners would undertake to travel 
a great distance in that way on account of the expense involved. 
r J lie native official c ;, n live off the people as he travels, but the 
foreigner must piovide food for his army of coolies. The wo¬ 
men of the yang ban class and the ordinary gentlemen who can 
afford it will usually travel in a two man chair, a method which 
the foreigner may adopt, if he is willing to sit all day long 
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in a space about two feet square with his legs doubled under 
him while two men go jogging along at the rate of ten li an 
hour. Such a chair can be obtained at the rate of about 300 
cash per man for every ten li, but one must then provide other 
means for transportation of baggage and also have two extra 
chair bearers if the distance to be covered be a long one. These 
chairs are very numerous around Seoul being us ;d for short jour¬ 
neys hut, while quite frequently used for long journeyB also, this 
is not the usual method of travelling. 

Uy far the moat common method is the riding of a horse 
or donkey. The ordinary official, yang ban , merchant, native 
woman, and foreigner (Chinese, Japan and Westerner) if he 
docs not walk will load his baggage in two weli-uiated bundles, 
one upon either side of a pack-pony, stra > his blankets on top 
of these and mounting, ride thus with one leg dangling on 
either side of the pony’s neck. A saddle is somewhat more 
comfortable blit if economy is an item you will leave the saddle 
at home and placing your load and yourself on one pony save 
the expense of an extra pony. If your journey is to be one of 
several hundred //, or you expect to be gone several weeks, one 
pony will not carry your load and it is then very convenient to 
mount your teacher or servant oil the second load and thus you 
can keep him with you or send him ahead to secure a room. If 
you have both teacher or evangelist or interpreter, whichever 
position the native may hold, and a servant, you cau take 
turns at r <’ing the two ponies, for you will find it quite 
agreeable at times to rest yourself by walking, and after a 
heart: meal of ri e and kimeki the walk does one good. These 
pack-ponies can be hired, including the services of a majtO'y 
(groom), at the rate of about 3000 cash a day ($1.00 at present 
equals 3300 cash), about 1200 cash being paid for the days in 
which you do no travelling. If preferred the amount for the 
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whole journey may be agreed upon, or you may pay by the fen U 
at the rate of 400 cash. I have tried the tl ree methods and Lave 
found it most satisfactory to agree upon the amount for tlie 
vhole journey, paying one half or at most three fourths in ad¬ 
vance leaving a good sum to be paid at the other end so as to se¬ 
cure good service. With this arrangement you leave the wapoo 
to provide for the expense of horse and man while on the road. 

These ponies will very comfortably make 80 li a day in 
two stretches of 40 li each, stopping two hours or more at noon 
for dinner and rest. If in a hurry 100 or T20 li is not a hard 
day’s journey. How to carry money has been my most perplex¬ 
ing question. The Korean cash is of such small value, all be¬ 
ing of one denomination (one sixth of a cent) that a sum sufficient 
for a month’s journey would require an extra pony or two for ils 
transportation. To obviate this expense foreigners have had 
recourse to the koan-cha, or order on the magistrates. This 
has been secured from the Foreign Office through our Consuls, 
but its use iH far from satisfactory ai d is objectionable on the 
ground that it may came oppression of the people if the sum 
asked is a large cate and tlie magistrate’s tieasury happens to be 
bunkiupt. In the magistracies in the mountains of thenoiill 
I found it impossible to obtain money and so was comp-el led 
to accept transportation by order of the i facial without lseing 
able to pay the men for their food or services. When the 
money is obtained and receipts giv^n it may be several months 
or a year before they reach the Foreign Office and are present* d 
to you for settlement, and ns the value of cash is always fluc¬ 
tuating you can never know what may !<* the exact amount of 
your or.tEtur.ding indebtedness. However there may be casts 
where the me of the loaii-cha is rot only justifiable l lit i cc- 
eesary and it is well to be provided with one. 

The most convenient form in w hich to carry money is the 
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silver shoe of sycee. This is worth about $75.00 Japanese currency 
and can be disposed of in the large cities of Pyengyang and 
Euiju for from 45,000 to 55,OQO email cash. I suppose it can 
just as readily be exchanged in the capitals and large cities of 
the south. Small pieces of sycee aro not used. Money suffi¬ 
cient for use between these larger cities can be taken upon your 
ponies with your baggage. A party of three men will need from 
3000 to 5000 cash a day (600 to 1000 small cash) according 
to the amount of foreign food they may take. 

I have found that for bedding a man can sleep very com¬ 
fortably upon the stone and clay Korean floor or hang if he is 
provided with a cotton padded native mattrass to lie upon and a 
pair of heavy blankets to cover him. These encased in a canvas 
covering make a comfortable seat whilo riding. A cot, simply 
constructed which can be closely folded and easily packed upon 
a pony would be still better as it would raise one off the floor 
which is sometimes too hot, and away from the too numerous 
vermin. 

The food which can be procured is not as good as that in 
China but it is cleaner. The ordinary table on the main roads 
consists of a largo bowl of rice, a bowl of soup, kim-chi 
(a kind oi pickled cabbage), salt shrimp or flsh, bean-curd cake, 
and usually another dish or two either of seaweeds, sprouted 
beans, an egg, or some beef. For this you pay about 300 cash a 
table (I have paid as low as 100 and as high ss 450). If well 
cooked this food is not bad (chough sometimes it is execra¬ 
ble), and after a walk or ride of fifteen miles it is even eaten 
with a relish. Chickens and eggs can be bought for a small sum, 
500 cash, and are frequently a necessary addition to the fare. Jf 
stopping for several days at a large place, beef, chickens, eggs 
and in most places excellent fish can be procured and fried by 
your boy. Korean candy made of barley or cane seed is not to 
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be ignored as an article of food and the national dish of Jcouk- 
sxjou (buckwheat vermicelli) makes a good lunch when one is 
tired of rice. However, good kouksyou is seldom to be obtained 
along the road. When contemplating a long stay in the country 
one should take a supply of crackers, tea, sugar, and a few cans 
of meat and fruits. 

A foreigner will be entertained at the magistrate’s if he 
requests it but if he desires to win the people it is far better 
for him to stopatan inn where he will always get a room for 
himself and teacher and where he can usually get an inner room if 
he asks for it. Not long after you have entered you are pretty 
sure to make the acquaintance of the landlord who considers him¬ 
self entitled to the freedom of your room, a privilege which tho 
whole community is apt to claim. In travel 1 ing off the main roads 
you are very apt to be told that there is no room to be had and 
that you must go ten lx further on. In such a case, however 
tired you may be and however late it may be, anger is out of 
place. Take it coolly, tell your boy to find a room, and sit down 
somewhere to wait. You will get a room though it may become 
necessary for you to call for the mayor of the village and show 
your passport. Avoid disputes with Koreans, 1 'give them plenty 
of time while you keep in good humor and you will get what 
you want. Impatience and anger invariably give them the ad¬ 
vantage and you gain nothing. Tired and hungry as you may 
be at times, all the noise and furor you can raise will not induce 
your landlady to prepare the meal in less than an hour. 

Three small articles that should not be forgotten and 
which add materially to comfort are a good supply of Bit had l 
(insect powder), a pair of slippers, and blacking brushes. 
Korean etiquette requires that a man take off his shoes before 
entering the house, a thing which he is glad to do after a long 
walk over rough, muddy roads. 
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With the exception of the rainy season, July and August, 
one may travel at any time of year although in the north the 
winter months will bo found to be pretty severe, and the 
journey must be made in shorter stages. 

If a man is a sportsman, a shot gun will frequently pro¬ 
vide his table with game, as the country abounds in geese, 
ducks, pheasants, and quail. I have never seen the slightest 
reason for taking firearms as weapons notwithstanding the 
constant minors of bands of robbers throughout the country. 
The Koreans arc a most amiable people and although curious, 
familiar and loud in their speech at limes, they are not quarrel- 
some or vicious. A man who adapts liimsdf to their customs 
and ideas (and why should lie not?) may travel anywhere among 
them without difficulty. I shall be glad Mr. hditor, if these 
notes call out some remarks from others whose experience 
nay have boon different fiom mine. 


Samuel A. Moffett. 
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STUDIES IN KOREAN. 

KOREAN ETYMOLOGY. 

The studious character of the Korean people will become 
apparent to any one who will take the time and trouble to 
examine into the matter. With our western ideas of what 
constitutes a proper method and line of mental training and 
development, we are often led to regard the devotion of nativo 
scholars tojhe ancient, and the stead last ness with which they 
adhere to pedagogic roads worn deep by the feet of two mil¬ 
lenniums of students, as much more likely to be productive of 
mental paralysis than of mental growth. And that this has 
been in a certain degree the case is attested by the lack of gen¬ 
uine originality in the one department of literature which 
more than any other has engrossed the attention of Korean 
scholars. I refer to the department of ethics, which for three 
thousand years has maintained unmodified the few funda¬ 
mental principles around which the native centers his ethicaL 
theories. Wisdom died with the ancients. The eight precepts 
of Kicha still epitomise social and political economy, and any¬ 
thing which fails to harmonize with or cannot be deduced from 
them is bauished to the limbo of the undesirable and useless. 
Confucius and Mencius still sit in lofty pre-eminence among 
the sages of ancient and modern times and reign on the Throne 
and hearthstone alike. 

But this refei8 to but one department of literary activity, 
outside of which we find a different state of affairs. The casual 
observer iiuding the books exposed for sale in shop windows 
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and on tables imperfectly printed, badly bound and disreputa¬ 
ble in general appearance would be inclined to form a very 
poor opinion of Korean literature. What he has seen however 
is deceptive, for stored away in public and private libraries, in 
the possession of scholars, noblemen and statesmen thero exists 
a literature surprising in range and volume. Part of it is ele¬ 
gantly printed and bound, while much of it has been laborious¬ 
ly copied by hand, the Koreans writing Chinese and Korean 
characters with a perfection that excels type. These works 
treat of history, biography, astronomy, law, medicine, ethics 
eti<i uetto and fiction, and open lip an interesting and wide 
lield for investigation. I have been told by one who during 
his stay in Sou), examined quite extensively into Korean 
Bibli ography that two thousand different works had been per¬ 
sonally examined, one thousand more had been catalogued while 
many more were known to exist 

Not long ago I was so fortunate as to secure copies of 
two works on native Etymology, a few extracts from which 
nny interest ilio readers of the Repository. These works are 
the A-vii-gak-pi written 1 CO years ago by a famous scholar, 
and the Hcd-dong-s^Ji Panj-oii written within recent years by 
one with a sad and tragic history; in addition to these several 
others are known to exist, so there is evidently an interesting 
literature on this unusual theme. They open up to our view 
the Korean mind in a manner inpossible to most other depart¬ 
ments of literature, exhibiting mental processes which to say 
the least, are curious. 

In the following examples the native characters have 
been dispensed with, blit will be gladly supplied to any one 
who may find the romanization confusing. 

1. Heaven = Ifannl. 

The Koreans always go hack to the origin in telling a 
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story, so most of these works begin with heaven and work 
down. We are told that the Chinese character for heaven is 
composed of the characters for one and great , tho idea being 
that heaven is the a oue or only greatnes8 ,, — the greatest 
thing in existence. The Korean idea is analagous, for hanal 
is simply tho word liana—one with the letter l suffixed to 
identify its thought and distinguish it from tho numeral. 
There are two thoughts conDOcted with one which recommend 
it to the Korean mind as a proper equivalent for heaven: Find, 
it represents pure beginning, for back of it there is nothing 
and beyond it you find the composite. Second, it also for the 
same reason represents pure unity. So heaven is undoubtedly 
the source or beginning of all things, and also containing all 
harmony and perfection is therefore the truest example of 
unity known. 

2. Sun — NaL 

Literally w that which comes out ” applied to the Sun 
because it appears to come out of the East. 

3. Moon = Tal, 

Tal is the stem of the verb tal liata which means to per¬ 
meate or pervade. The reason of its use to designate the moon 
is said to he as follows: whereas darkness and night succeed 
the sun, it has in the moon that which supplements or aids, 
and which w r ith its rays so u permeates or pervades” the dark¬ 
ness of night as to redeem that portion of the day from the 
full sway of the evil half of native dualism and thus earns for 
itself the title pervader or Tal . 

4. C loud = Kitreum. 

This is a derived word coming from A*?*?-(e) = high, elevat¬ 
ed, aiul cum, the second or inferior principal of native dual¬ 
ism and which may be here translated shadow or darkness. 
The native explanation is that u the essence of water and the 
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mountains, rising: high in the air, becomes great masses of 
floating vapor which intercept or obstruct the rays of the sun, 
casting upon the earth a darkness or shadow.” Therefore 
clouds are to the native mind high darkness or shadows from 
on high. 

5. Rain=Pt. 

This is a decayed form of the original word which was 
pint derived from pi fat, fleshy or plump and ni=oil The 
rain was called pint because it fattens or enriches the soil and 
consequently the men who cultivate it. 

6. Dew = I-seul. 

A derivation from i or ri meaning advantage, and Ptul or 
eil, that which opens or causes to fructify. To the Korean 
mind the dew is iseul because it is of peculiar advantage to 
all plants causing them to blossom and bear fruit. 

7. Frost = Syd-rL 

This is a pure Korean metaphor, with a curious history. 
The native etymologist tells us that it means u Autumn-au¬ 
tumn,” for in Korean metaphor tong, East, also means 
Spring; nam , South, moans Summer; Syd , West, means Autumn; 
puk , Norih means Winter; so the Syd of w frost” while really 
meaning West is to be taken in its mataphoric significance of 
Autumn. Then for the second syllable another table of meta¬ 
phor is necessary, in which Spring is sometimes called toon or 
beginning, Summer is called liyong or permeation, Autumn is 
called ri or advantage, and Winter chung or firmness. There¬ 
fore syori meanB literally west —advantage, metaphorically it 
means the Autumn season and—but the native, brave enough 
to attempt to link it to frost has not yet made his public de¬ 
but. The secret lives possibly in one or more ULSupplied tables 
of metaphor. 

The above facts are derived from an etymological work 
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called the Chu liyok. A much simpler and prettier explanation 
is supplied by the Hai-dong-sok Pang-on, in the following 
words: u The word was originally Syor-eui from Syor , snow 
and eui, a thought, hint or indication, and giving us Syor-eui 
(IYost) = an indication or hint of snow, a forerunner of the 
white garment soon to cover earth.” 

8. Snow = Nun (pronounced noon). 

This word is also composite being derived from nu = to 
heap up, accumulate; and eun-= silver. The Korean idea of 
snow is w heaped up silver.” 

9. Ice = 0-rci*w. 

This word is a Korean analogue derived from the expres¬ 
sions meaning coagulate blood (0) and cold (reurn). 

u For the waters of the world are like the blood of the 
body; they must constantly circulate else they will solidify. 
Cold has this effect upon water preventing its circulation and 
)educing it to a condition which reminds us of coagulated 
blood, thertfoie the result (ice) is well called coagulation by 
cold.” 


Geo. Heber Jones. 
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A MAP OF THE WOULD. 

The accompanying cut is an outliue of what has been the 
authorized Chosenese map of the world from time immemorial. 
The map was revised and corrected by an officer Kim Eung 
Kyo° under the regency of the Tai One Koonf some twenty 
years ago. The general outline however and the variety of its 
states and territories remain as they were. 

A single glance at it might leave the impression that it 
was unworthy of notice except as a curio, being so far astray 
in its general outline, but on closer examination one may be 
surprised at the wisdom with which even this has been arrived 
at. Kemembering that Chosen has been a home-keeping nation, 
and that all our ideas of the earth rest on faint rumors that 
have reached us from the outside the only surprise should be 
that the map hits the mark as closely as it does. 

Since the arrival of the foreigner and his announcement 
of so many nations, I have searched for Eastern maps of the 
world and have succeeded in finding two, this, which is the 
one specially Chosenese, the other a specimen from China. In 
the latter clearly marked out wen) Asia, Africa and Europe 
with also an attempt at America, but it looked as though a 
huge explosion in the neighborhood of Chicago, had blown the 
continent into fragments, opening up navigation from the Lakes 
to the Pacific, a something not unlikely to happen, 1 should 
think in a nation so noted for anarchists and dynamite. 

To return to the map before us the great mistake of the 
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maker lay in his picturing the earth a flat surface, for just, a* 
the people of the West, so the Chosenese have imagined tin- 
earth flat, hooked onto eternity in some way by the corners. 
Apart from this the general outline is correct, there are the five 
continents, the great water divisions and general outline of the 
earth. 

The circle of land round about is North and South Ameri¬ 
ca, divided so as to suit the flat surface. Seventy-nine is Chosen; 
£0,80, is China with the Yang Cha° river cutting it in two; 33 is 
Japan;81 is Annam; 82 India; 84 Africa. The inland sea north 
of Africa is the Mediterranean while 83 and the surrounding 
islands are those of the South Pacific. 

The Bquares f represent the finger pointing and the 
characters written on them (See Key. Ed.) describe the 
people, country &c. of the particular quarter in which the 
square is. I have numbered them and shall show by a 
few of these divisions that the native who sketched the mftp 
had a fair idea of the people as well as of the outline of the 
earth’s surface. 

The characters in the neighborhood of Russia on square 
number 78 might bo translated w the Midnight Kingdom 
This refers to the long, Arctic nights that prevail inthat country. 

One, 2, and 3, situated on the quarter where we would ex¬ 
pect the British Islands, are marked with the characters for 
44 ox-mouthed ”§, “white ”||, and 44 busy.”*,; Tbe characteristic 
“white” is to be taken literally, foi thise Saxons claim a paleness 
in the skin more marked thau that of any other people. This, to¬ 
gether with the extravagant use of what they call “soap” makes 
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true in their case the character u white.” 0 “Busy” points to 
their trading and colonizing propensities for which they are 
specially notod, annexing and claiming shares in every corner 
of the globe. This u British Lion ” of the West ranks equally 
in fame and importance to the K 01 ean Tiger of the East, the 
two preserving a balance of power as can be seen by their loca¬ 
tion on either side of the map. Third and last, u ox-mouthed ” 
is a characteristic corresponding exactly to the Western 
appellation u John Bull.” This ox-mouthed, busy, white¬ 
washed nation fills up the space accorded to the British 
Islands. 

Now to America: Along the right side of the map we read 
71 w giant ”f, 36 “grizzled”!, 38 41 black-legs”§, three designa¬ 
tions pointing to the land, the creatures in it, and the people. 
I have been told by those who have travelled in the West that 
the grandeur of the Rockies is overwhelming, “ tremendous ”||, 
also that the dusky creatures inhabiting these hills are called 
“grizzlies’ (bears), and that the people of that country are known 
to the world as black-legs, a word whose origin is Baid to be 
unknown. I might say that it has come from Chosen as we have 
marked these people 44 black-legs” for fifteen hundred years.^f 
Again the Southern states 34 and 35 are marked the “light” 00 
and “dusky” , |~j* kingdoms, evidently including the negro who 
as a free voter is entitled to his share in the Republic. 

Two other numbers, 72 “ without waists ”+!, and 44 “ac¬ 
complished ladies ”§§ point, I have no doubt to the result of 
binding or lacing themselves, a practice common among ladies 
of Europe and the West. In fact, as fur as I can learn, the 

v e §£ m laB £ -k 

t* n* ++ uti m 

TI Lo; the poor Indian! Ed. + * % 
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tighter bound the more accomplished your appealance, and so 
I judge the map maker correct when he puts the complete ab¬ 
sence of waist as a mark of the perfectly cultured lady, a doc¬ 
trine not unlike Nirvana where the complete absence of exist¬ 
ence denotes perfect bliss. 

So the map goes on to the “feathered” kingdom where the 
ostriches live, the u flashing tongue” kingdom where aurora is 
seen, and many others to the number of nearly one hundred, all 
of which I have no doubt will be found correct if deeply 
searched into. 

Yi Ik Seup.* 


KEY TO map; TRANSLATED BYTriE EDITOR. 

The character ^ is connected with all these designations 
and may be translated Country , Kingdom &c. 


1 f^n^Huns. 

2 White people. 


3 No leisure. 

4 ^ Deep-eyed. 

5 Sorcerers. 

6 Mulberry and pear. 

7 —. j^J One-eyed* 

8 Kapilavastu? 

9 ^ ]3 Converging curves. 

10 Great joy. 


11 Winged people. 

12 Strange-legged. 

13 .Eli}' Three-bodied. 

14 Should be _j]£ 
i. e. One-legged. 

15 Jgfg Should be 
i. e. Long-armed. 

16 2. "If* Three headed. 

17 -^[^j Hoary. 

18 Ohestbinders. 
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19 m>x 

20 

21 jggg 

m 

22 ^|g 

23 ^ 

24 

25 
26 

27 W!-— 

28 


Fire rejecters. 
Perforated. 

Long-1 egged, or 
Back-handed. 
Cross-legged. 
Immortal. 
Fork-tongued. 

Rice eaters. 

Long deserIs. 
Foolish two. 

Pigeon home. 

29 Barge people. 

30 Clear-footed. 

31 Mulberry (Fusing) 

32 Wffl Liu K[u - 

33 f} Nippon. 

34 0 ^^ Orient (Korea?) 

35 |JJj Clear advance. 

35 ilairy people. 

37 ^ Toilers. 

38 ^ ^ Black-legged. 

39 gq JI it-hand holders. 

40 (Lit.) Wise father. 
41 Ear-nippers. 

42 Silk-spinners (from 

the mouth, like the silkworm).- 


43 Without entrails. 

44 Virtuous women. 

45 ip||jjjijjc Perennial hemp. 

46 Cart-makers (Em¬ 
peror lien Uen). 

47 Women. 

48 Beautiful clouds. 

49 ^|Jj Volcanos. 

50 Bectle-(r) like. 

51 Breathing peace. 

(The chief astronomers of 
Yoo). 

52 Ey/ifiT? Hwan Teu; helmet 


wearers. 

53 Young. 

54 Same as number 2 L. 

55 ,, ,, „ 17. 

50 & Overflowing people. 

57 Rtf-named. 

58 Noisy people; flute- 

players. 

59 Women. 

GO Middle-faced. 

G 1 ip Sages. 

62 jgj [£]£] Rulers of theNorth(?) 

G3 1 


iVIJ Summer prefecture. 
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65 IfEfQ Dra S°n ki »g- 81 £|yj Annam. 

Gu 4*^ Medium prosperity. The character is not ad - 
G7 ^^ u So Ho," or Small ded to the/allowing: 


empyrean. 

63 Contemptuous people. 

69 First prefecture. 

00 Giants, same as No. 30. 


82 Increasing barbari¬ 


ans. 


83 Fairy-land Is- 

bind, Kiusiu. 


71 Like-shouldered. 

1 2 AfltSjC Witliout entrails. 

73 Same as number 4. 



name of Manchuria. 


75 

-m 

Dog’s rule. 

7b* 

&IK 

Without chests. 

77 

Xf\U}l 

Vagrant devils. 

78 

AS 

Great North. 

71) 

mm 

Chosen, 

S) 


Middle. 

80 




{7TjJajS([ Western regions. 

85 j'ijf #£ buoyant waves. 

86 #111 1 ornered mountain. 

87 ^l irea ding tree. 

88 6 ?)i!i Wllitc 

8 ^ HSS! Graceful farmers. 

•10 Broad mulberries. 

01 Broad desert. 

92 Great marsh. 

93 iHII Governing eddy. 

94 ft; (j>j* Female archers. 

95 -Jj j|||j Gall (bitter) Lake. 


1 he distances from the Fas tern to the Western and from 
the Southern to the Northern boundaries are 233,500 li 
and 75 pal (stretches of the arms) respectively. 


Norr. No. 50 on p. 340 is Reciprocal peop/r r.nd all the numbers oa 
unit pa^c from 50 upward, should be raised one elicit 
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KOREAN PROVERBS, EPITHETS AND COMMON 

SAYINGS. 

/. PROVERBS DERIVED FROM BUDDHISM. 

Tea proverbs, and common sayings constitute the w gold, 
silver and precious stones ” of a nation’s intellectual wealth. 

Buddhism afforded the Koreans a vast mine for the enrich¬ 
ment of their language and they seem to have worked it with 
considerable success. Their isolation from other nations includ¬ 
ing at certain periods even those from whom they received and 
to whom they carried their religion may have aided in the 
general output. In the collections of Chinese proverbs made 
by Doolittle, Scarborough, Smith and Schaub the number relat¬ 
ing to, or derived from Buddhism is small indeed. In no coun¬ 
try outside of Thibet did this system make as profound an im¬ 
pression upon the civilization of its votaries as in the Peninsular 
Kingdom. 

Whether the Koreans are more inclined to express their 
ideas in this way than the Chinese and Japanese cannot at present 
be ascertained, but we are inclined to think that such is the case. 

^ ^ •f: 

u That Lamplighting old Buddha!," or, “That Lamp- 
bright old Buddha!° au epithet applied to one who does not 
improve his opportunities, the proverbial u ne’er do well," a 
worthless object. The term Kopul signifies one of the mythi¬ 
cal Buddhas that preceded the historical, and is also applied to 
the teacher of Buddha by the Koreans. 

* See Watters, Essays &c. p. 448. 
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S £ 

(He's a) 44 Returning Amitabha." 

One who makes no progress, who 44 doesn't get over the 
ground," “ever learning, and never able to come to to the know¬ 
ledge of the truth," a bore. 14 A bad coin always comes back.*’ 

-?• *1 °t e> 

44 Do not upset the idol table " (l>ecau8e you are sure to see 
filth and mortar where all was gilded before). A word of 
warning to him who is on the point of 44 raking up old scores " 
against another, forgetting that his own sins will be laid bare. 

a. ** s »i + »1 x 

44 That man’s a regular Buddha," said sarcastically of 
a scoundrel, a dunce, an idiot. Originally said only of one who 
was unusually virtuous. 

3 - g 3 X a 

44 He ’s like the Laughing Buddha"—so fat. All the stone 
images to be seen in Korea are called mi-ryok , i. e. they are 
all representations of Mi-leh, judging by the term applied to 
them. 

*1 St <4 

44 He's had an All Souls’ Feast." This is said of one who 
44 has struck it rich," who has suddenly come in possession of 
a fortune, referring to the large sums of money incidentally 
realized at the temples during the progress of this feast. 

Hi -£ 

“Oalli ng on Buddha," 44 Reciting Buddhist formulas " 
mumbling in displeasure, scolding, incessant prating, 44 making 
a mountain of a molehill", 44 Die Brummbase !” 

A 1 ■%. it 

44 Late at both the upper and the lower monastery"— 
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the German 41 Pechvogel,” the “-luckless chap,” one who “seats 
himself between two chairs.” 

A dog spent his time in going back and forth between two 
monasteries, but missing the meal-time at each and the pious 
monks, thinking he had been fed at the monastery he came from, 
neglecting to feed him, he finally died of starvation. 

*1 -f Sl ^ 3L * -2. 

44 He wants to become a living Buddha” is said of one 
who does not eat. 

“ He thinks it *s the wooden bell ” (a log hollowed out and 
carved like a fish, used to call the bonzes to ni'-als and prayers) 
is said of one who punishes m3rcilessly. Any one who has 
seen this battered fish-drum, usually suspended by ropes in 
front of the m win hall at a monastery will realize the force of 
this saying. 

“ The monk who he irs of a Feast of all Souls.” At the an¬ 
nouncements ot’ this feiist monks come from far and near, fear¬ 
ing neither distance nor hardships. It is (herefore the reply 
to an urgent summons. 41 The king’s business requires haste.” 

*1 2\ 5 S 3. -l s\ ° S ± 

u lle has a mind for the All Soul’s rice, but none for the 
rehearsal of chants.” This is said of one who eats much, and 
works little. 

41 Exhorting to virtue.” Whenammk goes about with an 
open book soliciting subscriptions for a temple he is said to 
exhort to virtue. The saying is applied to a pupil who has 
his book open before him but does not study. 
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“Like a monk presenting offerings”; eye-service. 

The u Connected middle diagram” (t~) denoting water, 
liquid elements; rigidity, cold; said of the idol that sits with 
closed eyes, and thumb touching the middle finger. One who 
does not answer when Bpoken to. 

■f ^ 3L t 3- 

4l Do you intend to become a monk ?” A question ad¬ 
dressed to one who eats no meat. 

•f ^ * 

The horoscope of a monk.” One who cannot eat meat, 
a.nd the childless are said to have a monk’s horoscope. 

f 

u A monk’s top-knot.” Anything that is hard to see, to 
find or obtain ; u scarce as frog’s teeth,” u frog’s hair,” 11 crab’s 
tail” (Chinese), 11 eunuch’s whiskers” (Korean). 

-I: 33 *1 

u Buddha paper.” Paper that is used in worshipping 
idols and is inferior to the paper used for other purposes. 

It has become the general term applied to till thin paper. 
Its use as an epithet or proverb corresponds almost to our 
vulgar too thin ! 

lliXi 

w Like the interior of a temple”—such is a quiet, orderly 
house. 

u Ready to ascend the seat of the gods ”, i. e. rash, venture¬ 
some. “Fools, who rush in where angels fear to tread”; one who 
becomes fearless by success in cad me. Certain monies were 
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greatly in need of food when one of their number caught a rat 
which they devoured Their appetite being simply whetted 
by the taste of the forbidden diet they turned over the fat- 
bellied idols in search of the tempting dainties, w He who 
steals a needle to-day will steal gold to-morrow.” 

-S *1 ^ * *3 4 £i it s. ^ ^ ^ 

41 The wide-awake will eat hash even in a temple.” Tact 
and shrewdness will overcome great difficulties. 

>M- i 4 H 4 ^ ^ D W S! dt 

14 Every village has its nourishing Buddha.” You will 
find at least one benevolent person in every town. 

44 Every family has a goddess of mercy; every place has 
Amitah Buddha” (Chinese). 

£ 5. -Jf *1 2 

-a t *i % t s- 

44 The artisan in mortar does not worship the idol/’ “Famil- 
iarity breeds contempt.” “You never command respect where 
you allow everything that concerns you tobekuown and seen.” 
Herder. 

“The Buddha made of mortAr exhorts the Buddha made 
of stone” i. e. one rascal exhorts the other to mend his ways. 
44 The pig that lies on the sloping ground exhorts the pig that 
lies on the level ground.” (Korean). 

to 1 *tf £ 3! *1 A 

(This implem nt is) “like the coarse comb of a monk” 
i. e. useless for a given person or purpose. 
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REVIEW. 

Shantung (china); a general outline op the geography and 

HISTORY OF THE PROVINCE; A SKETCH OF ITS MISSIONS &C. BY 
A- ARMSTRONG F. E. I. S., F. R. G. S. &C. 

Few books relating to the Far East have met with a heartier welcome 
than the above. It contains so much that is both interesting and instructive 
that one is tempted to go through the neat volume at one sitting. The au¬ 
thor is to be congratulated on the general plan as well as on the details of 
his work. 

Under the heading Geographical, Historical Ac. he treats in a concise 
and yet lucid manner of almost everything that pertains to a complete 
knowledge of this portion of the great empire. In fact many a traveller 
might do extensive as well as expensive touring in the classic province 
without gaining as much information as may be gathered by a careful read¬ 
ing of this book. Granting that the w ish is father to the thought one can¬ 
not help thinking that this is the first of a scries, consisting of a score or 
more of similar volumes introducing in the same easy style the large Eng¬ 
lish reading world to the different provinces, dependencies, islands Ac. of 
China. William’s middle kingdom and Richthofen's china are read by 
a comparatively small though select class of students; Mr. Armstrong's 
shantung will be read by the masses* 

The author devotes nearly half of the volume to Sketches of the Early 
Days of the Missions, furnishing much profitable and interesting reading. 
It is refreshing to meet one not directly engaged in missionary w ork him¬ 
self, who has such implicit faith in the success (past, present and future) of 
Missions that he will toil for days in the dead of winter, pneumonia dogging 
his path, over rugged hills and bleak valleys in order that he may in person 
bid the solitary workers in the far interior a hearty god-speed and, return¬ 
ing,assure the Christian world that Missions pay. As he journeys on he offeis 
the printed page to his fellow wayfarer not despising the plain, hard work 
of a colporteur and forgets, for a season, his ow n bright and cheery home t 
the horrors of the native inn, and the howling of the vulgar mob while he tells 
the Gospel story to a youth w ho happens to be travelling the same road. Yet 
this Christian teacher of mathematics and Greek docs not fail to tell us that 
grave mistakes have been and are perchance being made in the work ot 
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Missions. The pictures he gives us by a few strokes of the pen of the status 
of a certain Mission after the toil of a lifetime is sad in the extreme, yet all 
too familiar. It is evident that Mr. A. does not believe in putting science 
before the Gospel nor in substituting goody-goodiness for common sense. 
He would not make the dollar more prominent than the Decalogue and 
would draw a very distinct line between real converts and converts for rev¬ 
enue only; he would have little to do with mere hangers-on and idlers. We 
can appreciate such candor in representing the work to which we and most 
of our readers have devoted our lives. 

The- map accompanying the book adds greatly to its value and shows 
the experienced hand of the compiler. We regret however that he did 
not think of marking in some way all the places where the Tree of Life 
has been planted; mission stations, chapels, schools, hospitals Ac. All of 
these we should think might have been indicated by some system of marks 
that would not have entailed much additional labor while greatly enhanc¬ 
ing both its immediate and prospective value. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DAILY GAZETTE. 

Nov. 16th. H. M. and the Crown Prince will observe the customary puri¬ 
fication rites in preparation for the coming sacrifices. 

Nov. 19th. H. M. hearing that robbers abound in Seoul and vicinity 
threatens to-punish the respective efficers severely unless they succeed ia 
capturing the miscreants at once. 

Nov. 21 st. The Privy Council recommends the punishment of the Board 
of Records* because of a mistake which occurred in the Daily Gazette. 

Nov. 23rd. The Home Office recommends the appointment of the Right 
Sub-mayor of Seoul, Li Myen Sangf consul at Tientsin, and Sye Sang KyoJ 
secietary oI that consulate. 

Nov. 25th. H. M. appoints MinYengTal? and Li Wan Yong| (formerly 
connected with the Korean Legation at Washington) superintendents of the 
English School. 

• Hr$tir 3 m 11 

t #$ § sit’*itvi>£ 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The Indemnity demanded from Korea by Japan is becoming the 
subject of much comment. 

It seems from latest accounts that the Korean government is prepared 
to acknowledge a violation of Treaty stipulations on the part of the Wonsan 
officials in prohibiting, temporarily, the export of beans a year ago, but the 
indemnity demanded is exorbitant. The Korean government so far as it 
was possible to act in the premises has not been guilty o! more than the 
customary Asiatic tardiness. 

Dr. Allen has been invited to read a paper on Korean Folk Lore at 
the Folk Lore Congress to be held in Chicago during the World's Fair. 

An order for 300 sabres has been sent to Japan as the first step towards 
the reorganization of the Korean cavalry. 

On the evening of Nov. 19th. Their Korean Majesties received the Com¬ 
missioner of the World’s Fair, Mr. de Guerville, and Dr. Allen, and saw some 
magic lantern views of the World's Fair in which they showed great interest. 
Korea is getting off a very creditable exhibit to which Dr. Allen has been 
asked to attend. He is now having it packed and shipped. 

As seen in the Gazette of the 19th. inst Seoul and vicinity is infested 
with robbers. A Chinaman (merchant from Chefoo) was attacked and killed 
by them on the sand near the ferry-crossing on the road to Chemulpo. 
His Ex. the Chinese Minister has offered a reward of 500,000 cash for the 
apprehension of the gang. The Japanese consul has issued a notice inform¬ 
ing his nationals of the state of things and urging the exercise of greater cau. 
tion on the part of travellers. He further urges prompt communication with 
the consulate whenever suspicious individuals are met with on the highways- 

Col. T. Gajiyama leaves quite suddenly on the 1st prox. His successor, 
Mr. Oishi Masami is expected in a few days. Mr. Sugimura, H. I. }. M's 
consul will act as charge d'affaires ad interim. 

It is with much sorrow that w’e have heard of the death of the Hon. Mr. 
Kondo.for several years H. I. J. M's. representative at Seoul. Mr. Kondo died 
of dysentery at Tokyo on Nov. 1st. after a short illness. He will be long rem¬ 
embered in Seoul for his broad views, amiable qualities and the uniform cour¬ 
tesy with which he treated everyone. For many years officially connected 
with Japanese interests in the Peninsula, he was widely conversant with Korean 
affairs and popular not only with his own nationals but with the Korean 
people as well. A wide circle of friends extends its sympathies to Mrs. Kondo 
and other members of the bereaved family. 
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The Christian Literary Union of Seoul held its Nov. meeting on the 
18th. inst. at the residence of Rev. D. L. Gifford. The evening was occupied 
by a medical symposium in which Dr. Vinton of the Presbyterian Mission, 
Physician in charge of the Government Hospital took a prominent part, giv¬ 
ing many interesting incidents relative to his work and affording an enjoy¬ 
able and profitable evening. Questions were asked as to the native phar¬ 
macopoeia and our medical friends readily admitted that they had not given 
the subject any attention, having been too much occupied in their work. We 
were impressed, while listening to these experiences, by the childlike faith 
and simplicity of manner which the Koreans exhibit towards the European. 
The readiness with which they submit to a surgical operation is a constant 
surprise to us, and in this particular they certainly stand in striking contrast 
to the ever-suspicious Chinaman. In one thing the two nations are alike, 
Yjz. they expect the European to w ork miracles, even to the raising of the 
dead, when native remedies have proved of no avail. 

On Sunday Nov. 27, being the 1st. Sun. in Advent, the little new Eng¬ 
lish Church, which has been in course of erection during the past summer, 
was dedicated to the service of Almighty God by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Corfe D. D„ Missionary’ Bishop of the Church of England in Corea. The 
new building which stands close to the gates of the British Consulate, and 
which is called the "Church of the Advent” from the fact of its having been 
dedicated in honor of the Advent of our Lord, takes the place of the small 
room near the same spot which has been used for the services of the Eng¬ 
lish Church since the first arrival of the Mission in Seoul in the season of 
Advent, 189a The Dedication service, which began at 8 A. M„ opened with 
the Hymn: “Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire" and the Litany, sung by 
the Bishop and his clergy kneeling in a group before the Sanctuary Gates. 
Then followed some special Psalms and Prayers, appropriate to the benedic¬ 
tion of the Church and its fittings. The service closed with a sung cel¬ 
ebration of the Holy Eucharist, at which the Bishop, assisted by the Rev. 
M. N. Trollope and the Rev, M. W. Davies as Gospeller and Epistoler, used 
the newly consecrated altar for the first time. At 5 P. immediately her 
fore Evensong, the Rev. F. W. Doxat, M. A. of Oriel College Oxford, late 
Canon of Bloemfontein, who has recently arrived from England, took the 
oath of allegiance to the Bishop, etc., ahd was instituted to the charge of 
the newly dedicated Church. Mr. Doxat preached after Evensong from the 
text Rom. XIII, 2. and the Festival was brought to a close by the singing 
of a solemn Te Deuiu, as an art of thanksgiving. 
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On Wed. Nov. 30 (St Andrew's Day) the Bishop performed the dedica¬ 
tion of St Peter’s Mission House which closely adjoins the Church of the- 
Advcnt, and which forms the residence of the little band of Sisters, belong¬ 
ing to the Community of St Peter, at Kilburn, who have recently arrived 
from England. 

We glean the following from a private letter dated Fusan Nov. 28, 1892: 

Your October number asked where Fusang is? I have always under¬ 
stood this to mean Japan, and all Japanese and Koreans here know Japan 
by this name, 'Hiat is to say it is its ancient name as known to the Chi¬ 
nese some 3000 years ago. The Chinese describe “Fusang Kuo" as the 
country where the “sun comes up," the “sun’s source" and this latter 
term was finally adopted. Previous to this, Japan was called Wei Kuk by 
the Chinese, a term very much disliked by the Japanese in the present day, 
anti seldom if ever used by polite people. In 1890 some Japanese started 
in Fusan a company called the Fusang Sea-Product Co. which still exists. 

The weather for the past few days has been unusually cold and windy 
On Friday last a heavy N. E. gale set in which lasted without abatement 
until yesterday at noon, causing the thermometer to fallm uch below freezing 
point and the water in the paddy fieldstobe covered with a thick coating of 
ice. Tho Tokio Maru which arrived here from Vladivostock to-day, reports 
having encountered the same gale just after leaving port 

Dr. Hardie and family left us for Yuensan by last Tokio Maru. 

Trade is beginning to improve, but it has a lot to pull up before it can 
come anywhere near that of last year. 

THE KOREAN FISHING QUESTION. 

Some idea of the great importance to Japan of the privilege of fishing on 
the Korean coast may be gathered from a statement published on the author¬ 
ity of the Tok>o News Agency. The number of Japanese boats, we read, 
engaged in the fishery is no less than upwards of four thousand four hund¬ 
red, of which about eighteen hundred have licenses. Their annual take 
averages from a million and a half of yen to two million value, and it isestima- 
ted that with more diligence and improvod methods they might easily bring 
this figure to three or four millions. We cannot wonder that under such 
circumstances there is much reluctance on Japan's part to agree to any 
arrangement tending to restrict the valuable privilege of fishing on the 
Korean coasts. The Japan Mail. 

Nor can we wonder that the Koreans hesitate to extend this privilege 
longer on doubtful claims. What has the Island Empire to offer in lieu of it? 
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S. Y. Tong Esq, H. I. C. M’s Consul in Seoul returned from a short 
visit to Tientsin on the 28th. 

METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS FOR OCTOBER. 

Chemulpo . Highest Temp. (7th.) 76°.o Lowest Temp. (26th.) 2°4 

Fine weather, with occasional light rains during the 
entire month. 

Fusan. Highest Temp. (8th.) 74.°o Lowest Temp. (25th.) 45.°o 

Wonsatl . First half of month light, variable winds, second half mod¬ 

erate to fresh N. \V. winds prevailed. Passing showers of 
rain, not sufficient to register. 

Highest Temp. yi °.6 Lowest Temp. 28^.4 

Strange weather was experienced at Seoul during the last third of the 
month. We are indebted to Dr. Wiles for the following record— 

Nov. 22nd. Warm, spring-like weather. 

„ 23rd. Overcast, cooler; Temp. 38° 

„ 24th. Came on suddenly cold. Temp, at night 12° 

„ 25th. Very cold N. W. wind „ ,, „ io° 

„ 26th. Very cold wind. Temp, at night 18 0 

„ 27th. Temp at night 22° Snow shower. 

„ 28th. Temp, at night 17 0 

.. 29th. „ „ i>° 

M 3 C*h. i» H° 

ftECOKD OF EVENTS. 

An uivf.d. 

Nov. 4th. at Seoul Rev. W. D. k s\ nolds and wife, Rev. W. H. Junkin 
and wife, Miss M. S. Tate and Rev. l. B. Tate to organize the Presbyterian 
Mission (South). 

Nov. 6th. H. Saunderson F.sq. from Peking to join the Customs at Send. 
Nov, 15th. At Seoul, Rev. N. C. Swollen and wife and Rev. F. S Miller 
and wife to join the Presbyterian Mission. 

Nov. 30th. H. H. Fox Esq.from Peking Scc’y of II. B. M’s. Legation, at 
Seoul. 

GENERA L. 

Cash changed for 3230 per yen. 

Contributors alone are responsible for opinions expressed in their 
articles w hether they are signed or anonymous. 
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DECEMBER, 1892. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF MEDICAL WORK IN KOREA. 

An interesting and valuable paper might be written on 
the beginnings of medical work in Korea, from a Korean stand¬ 
point, but as Korean medical knowledge is borrowed from 
China without special modification, little of interest to the 
student of Korean can be obtained on the subject. 

To residents of Shanghai in 1883 Korea, just opened, was 
a place of great interest. Many came over expecting to follow 
in the wake of the foreigner who was reported as second only 
to thoking. Great fortunes it was naturally supposed, lay in 
store for the pioneers to this newly opened kingdom by whose 
king as well as people the foreigner was held in 9uch high 
esteem. These hopes we believe have never been realized. 

The hegira of foreigners to Korea naturally offered a good 
opening for a medical man and accordingly in the month of 
September of the year 1884 Dr. H. N. Alien of the Presbyte¬ 
rian Mission who had been for a time in Shanghai, came to 
^eoul as physician to the American Legation, under the pro¬ 
tection of which, property was purchased, and other consulates 
and legations contracted with. The natives, however, seemed 
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to care little for Western medicine, in foot the distrust mani¬ 
fested by them towards the foreign physician was of such a na¬ 
ture that it might well have seemed doubtful to Dr. Allen to 
overcome their prejudices in the ordinary course of events, yet 
this was effected to a great extent by the u unexpected” whioh 
seems ever lying in wait for the patient, unaffected toiler in 
these lands. In thiB case the unexpected happened to be the 
emeut of December 1884, the details of which as seen by a 
medical man privileged to visit all parties would furnish in¬ 
teresting and valuable matter for some account in the future 
of the opening of the “hermit kingdom.” 

It happened that in the grand overture which marked 
that little drama of blood and rapid change, a native of high 
rank was wounded and nearly killed and the foreigner in charge 
of government matters, as well as the American minister sent 
for Di. Allen. The affair occurred at a dinner given in honor 
of the opening of the new Post Office, an institution still kept 
alive in our memories by the frequent letters received by 
foreigners in Korea, requesting a Korean postage stamp “for 
the little girl whose pa keeps the village store,” or, mayhap, 
a writ to the same effect but of a more pretentious character. 
The memory of this Post Office is evergreen too to the then 
foreign residonts of Seoul from the fact that the Christmas 
mail was lost in the looting that followed the affray. 

It was in the dead of night that Dr. Allen was summoned 
to Pak Tong, the site of the Post Office, with a large body of 
Korean soldieis with fixed bayonets at his back; an escort, by 
whom the doctor was safely and speedily conducted to the dy¬ 
ing man, who he found had suffered the loss of so much blood 
resulting from a severed artery that life was scarcely percepti¬ 
ble, and he would gladly have resigned the honor of treating 
this nobleman to some other hand. A company of native 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE BEGINNINGS OF HEDICAL WORK IN KOREA. 355 


doctors was already in attendance when Dr. Allen arrived, 
with some pitch and other stuffs which they attempted to 
force into the wound to stop the flow of blood. These profes¬ 
sionals manifested some displeasure on the arrival of the 
foreign doctor, who even dared presume to offer his assistance 
without a summons from them. Consultation was not to he 
dreamed of in this hour of dire necessity and the doctor was 
about to sacrifice himself to the professional etiquette and 
beat a retreat, leaving the wounded man to die on their hands, 
as death seemed inevitable. However, a stalwart German 
having a belt round his waist provided with cartridges, hap¬ 
pened in and took in the situation at a glance. He opened a 
door from which six stone steps were supposed to lead, hut 
which existed in the dark and in imagination only, as the 
customs revenues were not adequate to meet these demands at 
that time. His invitation to this medical faculty to make 
their exit at this door and hold their consultation among them¬ 
selves outside, not being immediately complied with, he seized 
them separately, u fore and aft ” and even before Dr. Allen 
found it possible to make any remonstrance the chief medical 
talent of Chosen lay in a confused heap at the foot of those 
imaginary Bteps, apparently wondering what had happened 
and how they came there. The patient was new in competent 
and skillful hands and although the caBe was a most difficult 
and trying one and septicaemia for some time seemed likely to 
make short work of this arduous undertaking, he was fully re¬ 
stored to health. Dr. Allen was now overrun with surgical 
cases, for aside from the wounded combattants of both parties 
a groat number of common people, who had indulged their 
natural propensity for sightseeing and had come within range 
of stray bullets, required immediate attention. All were do- 
eirous of getting rid of their bullets as quickly as possible, 
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perhaps that they might regale their curiosity (for it seems 
that nothing short of a final call can cure the ordinary Korean 
of this oharaoteristic) yet a while longer. 

From this time on medical calls were so frequent that 
Dr. Allen rarely found it possible to get a full night’s sleep, 
and yet many had to he refused for lack of accommodation. 
Among other surgical operations was that of removing an eye 
with a bullet in it, the late E. D. Steward, a man of wonderful 
adaptivity administering the anaesthetic. 

Many of the patients were quartered in the houses now 
occupied hy members of the Presbyterian Mission, which are a 
part of Dr..Allen’8 original purchases. It soon became evident 
that something must be done towards providing proper shelter 
for them and Dr. Allen submitted a proposition to Lieut. Geo. 
C. Foulk, at that time America’s representative in Korea. He 
took it up kindly, submitted it to the government and it was 
acted on at once. The house selected stood next to the present 
Foreign Office. It was a confiscated property, having belonged 
to the Chief of the Postal Department, Hong Yong Sik, who 
was assassinated. The floor of one of the rooms was covered 
with gore when first seen by Dr. Allen. This house was well 
fitted up to serve in future as a hospital, medioines and instru¬ 
ments were purchased, and many operations were performed, 
and often a clinic of one huudred per day was held. The re¬ 
port for the first year, beginning with April the 10th. 1885, 
shows a record of two hundred and sixty-five in-patients, on 
* one hundred and fifty of whom surgical operations had to be 
t performed, while in the out~door department of that year 
10,460 cases were seen, with three hundred and ninety-four 
operations of a minor nature. 

Cholera prevailed during the following year and the Hospi¬ 
tal was moved to its present central locality, where a medico* 
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•cientific school was established, after which Dr. Allen returned 
to America and his connection with the hospital and active 
medical work in Korea practically ceased. 

Soon after the establishment of the hospital in April 1S85 
Mr. Underwood was sent out and as he had had a partial medical 
education he assisted in operations by administering the anaes¬ 
thetic. Dr. Scranton came in May and assisted in the hospital. 
Dr. Heron arrived in June and shared the work until Dr, 

Allen's departure to the United States when it fell entirely 
to him. 

Such are briefly the events related to the beginning of 
Western medical work in Korea, and while during these 
seven years progress has been made, it cannot be denied that 
there is but little faith on the part of the nativos in our foreign 
physic. This is probably due to the fact that the foreign 
doctor is powerless before a continued fever, which must run 
its course no less than it does in the presence of the mutang 
who dance about the patient beatiug their tomtoms the while, 
conjuring the spirit of disease to leave him. This does not 
apply to surgery however, for as regards this our reputation 
still holds, and it is to this—the better part of the medical 
profession—that we must look for future success in Korea. 

Perhaps the people area little more settled in their minds aa 
to the manner in which surgical operations are performed, 
which, being neither by means of the needle or the hot iron, 
seem truly wonderful to them. Dr. Allen after having per* 
formed several operations for cataract very successfully wins one 
day visited by an old lady having but one eye. She informed 
him that she had come to have her sight restored! He ex¬ 
plained to her that this was impossible, but this she would 
not hear to, insisting that it must be done. Finally she be¬ 
gan scolding the doctor most vehemently and had to be 
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ordered out by a soldier. Men even sent their watches, (such as 
weie in possession of this much coveted and much admired, 
article) to be “cured” or restored to life. 

Some of our remedies have met with much success, fore¬ 
most among them being quinine, which is now known through¬ 
out the kingdom. The case of a man is reported who sold 
it at the rate of 200 ounces per month during the ague season. 
Vaccination also is much appreciated. 

Physicians concur in the opinion that Western medical 
science has borrowed nothing from Korea, though it cannot be 
doubted that this country which is noted for the excellency of 
its ginseng, the great panacea of the East, has many good rem¬ 
edies. Some of the drugs which we use are also used here and 
quite as effectively, though administered in a crude from. It 
is also admitted that native practitioners often perform cures 
where a cure peems hopeless, aud the ultimate results obtained 
by them in the practice of medicine pure and simple, compare 
quite favorably with the figures the foreign physician has to show. 

The opening for medical work in Korea then, was wonder¬ 
fully facilitated by a calamity from which the nation has not 
yet full) recovered. The work reached from the lowest beg¬ 
gar to the occupant of the Throne in one short year. It pre¬ 
pared the way for the opening up of kindred lines of work, and 
has served a good turn. As in many other mission fields, so also 
in Korea has the medical work proved itself the forerunner of 
the evangelistic work, and we wish it every possible success. 
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WHERE IS FUSANG?* 

To put this question to a native is to call forth one of 
those blank generalities that both interest and disappoint the 
tiudent. “Yonder in the East it is sir!” he exclaims while 
making a bag-sleeved genuflection westward that seems to 
sweep a hemisphere. 

Like the question relating to the population of Korea it 
has to be approached with a good supply of patience and an 
attitude of mind that accepts the answer when it comes with- 
out judging too harshly of the halting and limping progress 
of a few decades. Our present data are sufficiently vague to 
discourage some from attempting to reach a satisfactory solu¬ 
tion of the problem, and I am quite ready to own that it is 
only the fact that some of the best authorities on the subject 
bring it very near home to us whose lot is cast on the Peninsula 
by arguing very ably if not conclusively that Korea is 
Fusang that I venture to introduce it here for comparison of 
notes, discussion and investigation. I can hardly expect to do 
more in opening the subject than state the question, give a 
resume of its discussion to date and leave the greater part of 
my manuscript a blank confession of my ignorance. The litera¬ 
ture of the subject does not take us back beyond the beginning 
of the second quarter of the present century unless we are 
prepared to turn onr attention to Chinese authors whose writ¬ 
ings first raised the question. It ought to interest ns all to 

* A paper read before the Christian Literary Union of Seoul and published 
by request. 
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hear that more than a score of years ago a number of eminent 
sinologues determined u to collect and publish all notices con¬ 
cerning Fusang.” 

Deguignes seems to have been the first European to write 
on the subject and strongly inclined to the opinion that Fu 9 ang 
was America and that not Columbus but itinerating Buddhist 
priests were the real discoverers ot the great continent. 

Klaproth published his Annals of the Emperors of Japan 
in 1834 in which he opposes the views held by Deguignes. 
Taravey published two brochures on the subject in 1844 and 
Neuman’s article entitled— u Mexico in the 5th. Century of our 
Era according to Cliiyiese Sources'* was published in Munich 
in 1845. Later an article based largely on the above writings 
and attempting to show that the Chinese had discovered Ameri¬ 
ca as early as a.d. 500 appeared in The Gentleman's Magazine . 

This article was reprinted in the May number of The 
Chinese Recorder in 1870 and the subject was dilligently 
discussed in a valuable and all too short-lived publication 
called Notes and Queries .• In the Oct. number of The 
Chinese Recorder , 1870, an able and lengthy article appeared 
from the the pen of Dr. Bretschneider an eminent scientist and 
sinologue which may be taken as the introduction of the sub¬ 
ject to the present generation of students. The learned writer 
feels his way into the mysteries of the problem with the cau¬ 
tion that is characteristic of his nationality, taking the flora 
and fauna, eocial customs &c. so far as possible for his guides 
and bringing up at last with Klaproth at Saghalien. Dr. 
Edkins, than whom there is no better authority on this and 
kindred topics, says: u Dr. Bretschneider has pronounced on the 
whole story a most unfavorable judgment.” 

This writer as some of you are probably aware has arrived 

* Published at Hongkong from 1867-70; N. B. Dennys editor. 
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at the conclusion tk.it Japan and Korea are Fusang. Taking the 
History of the Southern Kingdoms'* as authority on the sub¬ 
ject he attaches great importance to the statement of the monk 
Heishim f that paper was made of the bark of the tTee (i. e. 
of the /usang or mulberry?) in this Kingdom. Bretschneider 
calls Heishim a u lying monk" and Father Hyacinth had long 
ago pronounced him a w consummate humbug." Dr. Edkius is 
more charitable towards the old shave-pate and says he simply 
makes use of the language of the notorious Kwakpak iu the 
Mountain and Ocean Classic in giving a report of his 
travels. Dr. Ed kins, I dare say, meant to stir us up to a care¬ 
ful study of the subject by his recent notes,! cherishing the 
reasonable hope that all foreigners will eventually accept his 
views in the premises. 

I can only state how it strikes me at present. In the 
first place it does not seem necessary to question Heishim’s 
veracity though we encounter many difficulties iu attempting 
an explanation of his account. We all know that Korea iB a 
land of tales and fables and the traveller cited does not always 
seem to discriminate between hisown observations and hearsay. 
If we could draw a line and say here facts end and here fable 
begins we should have made great progress. Again, if we could 
assert definitely: This statement is in Heishim's own words 
and that one is in words borrowed either from the Mountain 
and Ocean Classic or from Korean folk-lore we could congrat¬ 
ulate ourselves on having taken another great step forward. 

Let us look at the account he gives as found in the history of 
the Liang Dynasty, translated by Klaproth in his Annals and 
quoted by Dr. Bretschneider:— The kingdom of Fusang lies 


£ t who arrived in Hupei in A. d. 499 and at 

Nankin in A. D. 520. J Published in Ihe Messenger, Shanghai. 
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20,000 li East from Ta-han and directly East from China. 
The name of the country is derived from the tree of this name 
( fu8ang\ which grows there in abundance. Its leaves resemble 
those of the tree t'ung .• The young sprouts are like those 
of the bamboo and are eaten. The fruit resembles a pear and is 
of a red color. Cloth is made out of the bark, and paper is also 
prepared from it. The houses are built of planks. There are 
no cities. Arms and war are unknown. There are two prison® 
in thb country for light and confirmed criminals. Carts drawn 
by horses, oxen or stags are employed. The deer are their 
domestic animals like cows in China. A fermented drink is 
prepared from their milk. Mulberry trees exist and red pears 
which can be preserved for a whole year. Grapes thrive also. 
Silver and copper have no value there. There is no iron, but 
plenty of copper. They possess writings. The inhabitant# 
of Fu-sang were formerly ignorant of the Buddhist religion. 
Five priests from Kipin (Caboul) went there iu 458 a. d. and 
carried with them the holy books and the faith.” 

Much of this does not apply literally to Korea nor, for that 
matter, to any country of which we have over heard. The absence 
of weapons and of war has never been a marked characteristic 
of either Japan or Korea although Korea had at the time of 
lleifdiirn’s supposed visit been for centuries exempt from great 
and devastating wars. Border raids and reprisals were however 
of frequent occurrence between Sinla, Kokourye and Taikchyei. 

It is barely possible that the enthusiastic devotee of Bud¬ 
dhism in reporting to a Buddhist sovereign what he had seen 
in a country newly converted to his religion might pronounce 
this state of things the absence of war and of weapons. The 
absence of cities and the statement that the houses were built 

° Known in Korea as the O-tong mm- 
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of planks might apply to Japan* But mo6t of his description 
applies better to Siberia than to any other country. On the 
other hand we are again deeply impressed that the historian is 
referring to this, and to more southern countries when he speaks 
in the r,ame chapter of black-toothed people, of a naked men’s 
kingdom (or the Lew chew Islands) and uses one descriptive 
term at least that might be applied to the be tel-nut chewing 
Malays. The reference to a kingdom in which there are no 
men but only women, whose bodies Are covered with hair con¬ 
firms the suspicion that the monk got the fables concerning the 
island of Quelpart and an account of the Ainos mixed. However 
the historian’s account, whether taken from the lips of the 
monks or from other sources, runs suspiciously parallel with the 
Mountain and Ocean classic, and we are liable to be accused, of 
setting up men of straw for the fun of knocking them down in 
spite of our seriousness in grappling with the problem. 

I refer you to a brief statement from Dr. Edkins: 

The question what country was Foosang, is best answered by referring 
to the "History of the Southern Kingdoms" Nam-sa* In the 69th chapter 
it is said of the Ko-ku-li people that they were 1,000 ii east of the Liau Cap¬ 
ital. The /; was a furlong, so that the position was 100 miles or say 150 
from the city named, which would be on the Newchwang river. Ko-Ku-li 
would then been the Yalu River with Josen in the Ping-yang region in the south. 
Their dialect was like that of Buyo. Their officers were called Tai-ro, which 
sounds like the modern Corean word for slave. Here, however, it is a de¬ 
scription of persons in office. Slaves were then very numerous and could 
hold very high positions in the country. 

In the account of Foosang the priest Hwei-shen mentions the same 
w ord tai-ro as the word for officers who were known "as first slave," "second 
slave" and so on. But in this case Hwei-shen who appeared and told his 
story in Hupei A. d. 499 and at the Liang court at Nanking about the year 
520, must have had Corea in view when he mentioned Foosang especially 
as he says that the bark of the tree was used for paper making. Now we 
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know that the mulberry bark is used for this purpose now in Corea. There 
seems to be no doubt that in the fourth and fifth centuries Corea was con¬ 
verted to Buddhism and the Foosang account is a mistaken version of 
what Hwei-shen saw and heard. He gave Corea the poetical name of Foo¬ 
sang, taken from Hwai-nan-tsi, 600 years earlier.* 

In closing I beg to direct your attention also to the follow¬ 
ing from the pen of an intelligent Chinaman— 

Panegyric —High is the renown of Columbus, one of Italy's illustrious 
sons. Heaven bestowed on him the choicest gifts. In school and college 
his good name spread. From a youth as a learner his diligence was great. 
To travel far was his ruling passion. He was an adept in astronomical cal¬ 
culation. In the art of the mariner he was proficient. He held that the 
earth is round. He was the first to prove it by a voyage of discovery. By 
crossing ocean after ocean the globuur shape of the earth would be tested. 
When men interposed difficulties his purpose was only strengthened tho 
more. At last success fulfilled the longing of his youth. The circumnaviga¬ 
tion of the world was achieved. High is the renown of Columbus, first father 
of the Western hemisphere. His name is glorious for all time. His merit 
surpasses that of ancient sages. He widened the universe. He opened a 
new world. He was without a rival in the revolution he made. The world 
is shown to have five continents. The fragrance of his virtue endures. In 
the modern age he sinks not from view. Men remember his honourable life- 
work. Nations are grateful for the good he conferred. The eulogists are 
various; the praises are one. All join to celebrate his merits without end. 

The 18th year of Kwang-hsu. Written by Wang T'ao, literary name. 
Ticn-nan-tun-s )u. 

49th year of cycle. Third month of spring*. 

Tliis has gone into the Columbus literature of 1892 and 
may be seen in the original in an album of autographs present¬ 
ed to the municipality of Milan in commemoration of the dis¬ 
covery of America 400 yeais ,*go. 

* i'hf Messenger July, 1S92. 
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Thkrk seems to be considerable confusion in the minds 
of those interested in Korea, as to the inventor, and the time 
of the invention of the En-moun. The French state that it 
originated in the eighth or ninth century, in the capital of 
Korye, Songto, with a Buddhist priest Syelchong * who is still 
regarded as a great scholar. Mr. Hulbert and Yi Ik Seup put 
the date at 1445, that is, during the present dynasty under the 
reign of Seichongf. 

Mr, Giles' Dictionary points out the fact that the French 
have committed an anachronism, inasmuch as the Songto dy¬ 
nasty did not begin till the tenth century, 917 A. d., at the 
Bame time accepting the theory that Syelchong, a Buddhist 
priest was the author. It may be well here to make a note of 
Syelchong, as to who he was and what he did that could have 
led to the idea of his having invented the EnmounJ. 

In the History of the Syen rai §, a work accepted and 
prized by the literary claBSt's we are told that Syelchong was 
a Chinaman, born of a widow, and that in order to hide her 
disgruce the child was Sent away with some Buddhists who 
were journeying east. They carried him across the Yaloo and 
then down south to Kyengchoo the capital of Silla||. As soon 
as he came to years of understanding he proved himself to be 
a man of marvellous intellect, studying and interpreting the clas¬ 
sics as no former teacher had. He was not a Buddhist at all, the 
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Dame he won as such being due to the fact of his having had 
a Buddhist boyhood. His name appears to-day in the Oon- 
fucian temples as one who held the highest place aa a teacher 
of the You-to .* 

He became minister of Sinraoon f king of Silla and aa 
such invented the Ni-Votv* (Official language Code). Any one 
acquainted with the Korean way of reading § Chinese charac¬ 
ters knows that all endings must be read in with the text. If 
the forms of kata , ilta , and the case endings be omitted the 
passage is unintelligible, the meaning of any combination of 
characters depends therefore on the ending which factgives rise 
to a danger of misunderstanding through misreading. It was 
to obviate any possibility of such and leave government letters 
unambiguous that Syelchong invented the Ni-t'ou, a list of 
Chinese characters used to represent the different endings. 
This is the only original work of Syelchong recorded, which 
has evidently been misunderstood and accepted as the inven¬ 
tion of the Eu-moun. 

Syelchong*8 endings corresponding to later En-moun sound: 

& it . a ) jt 

& £ . *1 s\ 

£ *f- fir . *$■•€: 

Jg-. *1 J. «*| 

®&*fir ... * g £ 

These forms are still used in all official correspond¬ 
ence. 

Syelchong has so often appeared as a priest that I shall in¬ 
clude another note showing his attitude toward these adopted 
fathers of his. It reads that he was much disturbed in his 
later days by the king's fondness for dancing girls, and Bud- 
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dhists, and that once when he and His Majesty were talking to¬ 
gether and the king said: “You who have travelled ull the way 
from China and have seen so much, tell me of what has im¬ 
pressed you most." Syelchong answered: “When I first saw king 
Moran • (peony) he had two companions, one was the gaudily 
dressed Changmi\ (red rose) in whom the king found much 
delight, and the other was the Paik-tou-hoa% (white topped 
flower) that kept its smooth bobbing head constantly in his 
presence. In his love for these two there was danger and de¬ 
struction for his whole kingdom. We are told the king took 
the hint and rearranged his mode of life. 

In the reign of JSeichong, a king of the present dynasty* as 
mentioned before, 6oraesix hundred years later than Syelchong’s 
time, this same history tells that the Enmoun was invented by 
Syengsammoon, § a Confucianist scholar and minister of the 
King. There is nothing farther than this about Enmoun but 
other notes referring to the man himself are interesting. 

In 1450 Moonchong,|| eldest son of Seichong, came to the 
throne but died two years later leaving bis young son Tan- 
chong^f heir. Tanchong’s uncle Seicho** raised an army and 
succeeded in taking Seoul and making himself King. When 
he called uj>on the nobility to swear allegiance six refused 
and the firBt name on the list is Syengsammoon. When 
arrested and brought into the royal presence he declined to 
bow and addressed His Majesty by ne ff (you). Refusing to 
yield, these six were put to death, tortured by red hot irons. 
Syengsammoon as chief conspirator was left until the 
last. According to Korean custom (a custom which still 
exists) the relatives of the condemned party shared his 
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lkto, and he had therefore to endure the sight of these tortured 
as well. When it came to his eldest son he was again asked 
to yield but remained immovable. Thus all his kindred shared 
their fate together but one little girl of two years who came 
in last and then the old man's own heart gave way. The king 
asked: u How is it that you see all the members of your family 
killed unmoved, until this child, and now show signs of grief?” 
Syengsammoon answered: 44 All these are of age and knowing 
of your treason die willingly, but this poor child knows not what 
it means to die.” So passed away Syengsammoon the inven¬ 
tor of the En-moun. 

Another note says that in the reign of Sook-chong • two 
hundred years later a temple was built to these six nobles, 
and that the foim of address used when sacrificing to Syeng¬ 
sammoon was 44 Like Paiki^ in the ancient days of Choo+, or 
Chunghak§ of the Myengj], he made wicked men good and 
unholy beings holy.” 



Ja8. S. Gal*. 
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£n pan chyel.* 

Note. This work comes nearestthe Western idea of a Frimi'r of any 1 )V,;>k 
we have ever seen in Korea and was found in the noted monastery f near 
Wonsan on a recent visit by the Rev. J S. Gale and the Editor of the Re¬ 
pository. We were unable to purchase the book but were chcerfullv allowert 
to copy as much of it as we desired. The blocks from which it was printed 
are said to be in oneofthe large monasteries in the South. The Stiyekxvon 
has several tons of blocks stored away, many of which look ancient and 
interesting. Our attempted translation makes no claim tocomplete accuracy, 
in fact we are quite conscious of having floundered not a little in the 
treacherous quagmires extending from the eum\ to the s\cng\ in our un¬ 
aided efforts. Parts enclosed in parenthesis are not in the text. 


The general use of the eight letters as initials and 

FINALS. 

(The Chinese characters under the Korean letters are read) 
Ki Yok, Ki Eun, Tji Mai, Li Eul, Mi Hum, Pi Eup, Si Eui, 
I Eung. 

The two characters Mai and Eui are talon according to 
their meaning to make the Found (that is, Mai being the heut 
Mai changes Tji Mai into Tji Kent , and the Eui being the Ob 
Eui changes Si Eui to Si Ot.) 

Yok, Kun, Mai (&et/£), Eul, Eun, Eup, Eui (r^), Eung, 
eight sounds ( eum ) are used as ultima ||. 

Ki, Ki, Tji, Li, Mi, Pi, Si, I, eight sounds are used as 
initial syllables. Only eight characters are used to represent 
the initial syllables. 

K’eui, Tclii, P’i, Chi, (,‘h'i, J, Ili—the meaning of the 
character Keui (K'i) is also taken to represent the sound. 

For middle sounds on 1 ) 7 eleven characters are used: A , 
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Ya, F, Ye, 0, Yo, U, Yu, Eung, final sound (ng) not used, /, 
the middle sound only is used; Sa, initial sound (*) not used. 

Using (these) initial and middle sounds in combination is 

the rule * for spelling wordsf. 

« 

Taking as represented by the character Ki for initial 
syllabi? and combining it with a (according to the) rules for 
spelling words they produce the sound of the character Ka; 
again, taking-? as represented by the final sound of thocharae- 
ter Yiok and combining it with Ka according to the rules for 
spelling words they produce the sound of the character Kak- 
The others (arc used iu the) same manner. 

The use of the three sounds, Initial, Middle and Final in 
combination constitutes the method of spelling words. Exam¬ 
ples given:- Kan, Kat (*]}) K'al, Kam, Kap, Kat, Kang. 

The various sounds under and are initial sounds; 
the various sounds under }* arc middle sounds in the method 
cf spelling, and thus one hundred and seventy-six words such 
as Ka, Kya &c. are constructed. 

From t—. downward, the seven pounds spell words in the 
same manner (np illustrated) from Kan to Kang, but the | o’s 
initial sound being noarly like that of the character sound 
in the popular tongue it is common to use the o sound exclu¬ 
sively when occurring as initial sound. 

If the upper word has the final sound of liming (nri) then 
the lower word must have the Ihaing sound as initial syllable. 

The Ilia in <j character’s sound is made by breathing through 
the nose, tlie o character’s sound issues from the throat with 
soft or loud voice and although originally slightly different 
they are practically of the same (phonetic) value. 

In tin Han tones the I luting tone and sound may coalesce 

* ffl 
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in the I sound so that they cannot he distinguished. The high 
or low tone of every character (is indicated hy) the method of 
adding or omitting dots i. c. the even tone has no dots, the 
upper tone two dote, the sinking tone and entering tone have 
each one dot. 

The even tone is plaintive and pacifying; the upper is 
severe, rising; the sinking tone clear and sonorous (distant); 
the entering tone direct and forced. 

The even , upper , diminishing and entering tones are as if 
a person walked from a level spot to. an elevation, returned 
and re-entered. (The above is then repeated in En-moun and 
followed hy the S'aldha Vastu . We have inserted numbers 
for the sake of reference). 
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x\ TRUE STOltY OF KOREA. 

Some one hundred and fifty years ago the then reigning 
king of Chosen had a most beautiful consort. She was not the 
proper queen but her charms of person and her bright mind 
wore so fully appreciated by the king that her influence over 
him was unprecedented. Her merest wish was law, and as she 
sometimes abused her great power and thwarted the schemes 
-f the officials she became an object of hate to the official class 
in general, while domestic jealousy was so great that a means 
(»t putting her out of the way was not difficult to find. She 
died suddenly and the poor king was utterly prostrated with 
urief. As a compromise or solace to the king it was agreed that 
she should be buried within the city walls, where the mourning 
king could have her remains ever near him. Accordingly a 
spot was selected on an elevation in view from the palace, and 
pu elaborate tomb was erected and kept in the best of order 
during the remainder of the king's life as be proved steadfast 
in his devotion. After his demise, however, the remains were 
removed + t> a spot, outside the walls, but the former burial 
ground lias ever since been guarded as a place sacred to royalty 
and the trees have been cured for till now it is one of the pret¬ 
ty spiil i of the city and is familiar to all fur** : gners, as it ad¬ 
joins ilie British Consulate General on one side and the Customs 
uu another. 

In connection with this incident another story is vouched 
for that is quite illustrative of the struggle for rank in this 
land of Competitive examinations, and relates more especi.i Hy o 
a time when merit was the only qualification for success at a 

o wifja. 
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At the time of the death of the royal lady there lived an 
old mau who had for sixty years been most assiduous in his at¬ 
tendance upon the examinations, devoting his whole life to his 
ambition to become a gentleman and Lift his family out of the 
ranks of commoners. 

At last, in his eightieth year, his six decades of patient 
Btudy and renewed effort were rewarded with the rank of Chusa 
and he thought his life had just begun. He was appointed to 
be keeper of the royal tombs, but the Koreans have a proverb 
to the effect that u when long cherished ambition is at last 
gratified troubles begin.” It was so in this case, for whereas 
the aged Chusa thought that with rank he had obtained a si¬ 
necure it turned out that he had fallen upon most arduous duties, 
duties in fact that were not consistent with his age, for instead 
of having to he at his post once a year as he might expect, he 
was given charge of the tomb of the king's late favorite, and 
His Majesty’s devotion was so true and his grief so poignant 
that never a day was so stormy or hnsv that he remained away. 
He came daily and sat by the tomb of his beloved. He inspec¬ 
ted the grounds and gave daily and leucwed outers for improve¬ 
ments fto that the aged Chusa soon broke down under the stress 

of his labors and was compelled to resign his hard earned and 
lung-delaved honor. 

H. N. Allen. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DAILY GAZETTE. 


Dec. 2nd. The Chung Won states that the military crfi'.er on duty on 
the night when the fire broke out in the palace should be punished. 

Dec. 4th. H. M. orders the Crown Princetogive assistance to the shop¬ 
keepers and to this end orders the appointment of a Chung Pang to look 
up cases of distress among them. 

H. M. orders that Song Fyeng Ok (a descendant of one of the heroes 
in the Japanese Invasion) who has taken the degree of keup chay be given 
a musical instrument. 

Dec. 17th, H. M. orders the dismissal of the General of the Left (Mr. 
^ 1) and of the General of the Right (Mr. Man) from their positions. 

Dec. 19th. H. M. pardons Generals Han and Yi and restores them to 
their former offices. 

Dec. 21 st. H. M. announces that "inasmuch as our Queen Dowager is 
getting old and inasmuch as it will soon be fifty years since she became 
outsell, I will present to he*- the appropriate congratulations and some g\r- 
mentson next New Year’s day." 

Chyo Chong Pi 1 Ni Chai Soon, Kim Chong Man and Ni Wi have been 
instructed to draw up a document for the officers who are going to China. 

Dec. 22nd. H. M. replies to Generals Yi and Han, Vice Presidents of 
the Home Office, that their punishment being over they must not think of 
resigning. 

Dec. 24th. H. M. will receive the congratulations of the officers after 
he has presented the Jade Book and clothes to the Queen Dowager on New 
Year’s day. 

The Crown Prince will offer congratulations and a present of clothes to 
II. M. on the first day of next year. 

Dec. 25th. The temple called Ycng Hcui Chycn informs H. M. that a 
thief carried off the silver censers &c. on the 23rd. and that the officer who 
was in charge at the time should be punished. H. M. orders the punish¬ 
ment of all the officers and servants connected with the temple. 

Dec. 26th. H. M. replies to II. Ex., Mr. Chyeng, Minister of the Right: 
The Secretary of the Temple Ycng Ileui Chycn was not careful and some 
of the valuables were stolen. How do you come to look upon this as your 
fault? 

H. M. replies to Yun U Syen: It is the fault of the Secretary at the 
temple Yeng Heui Chycn; you must not resign. 

Dec. 27th. Ni Ho Ik has been appointed to superintend the punishment 
cf the servants at the Ycng Heui Chycn. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Tnu Okfixcti (Jade hook) the standard Chinese-Korean dictionary has 
been reprinted from blocks in Shanghai tinder government auspices. The 
volume has a neat appearance but a work so much in demand should be 
printed with the best, modern type. 

In going along the street of the native village at Wonsan opium fumes 
are noticed at several places. It is supposed that many of the people who 
have moved to that poit from the Northwestern districts of the kingdom are 
addicted to the opium-smoking vice. Friends of Korea should watch this 
evil carefully and so far as possible place their information at the disposi¬ 
tion of the government. 

Stray or "odd" bags of coal are offered for sale as the weather gets 
colder. We do not buy the article because it has "changed hands” oftencr 
than owners. 

Korean ev es sec the same pictures reflected from mother-of-pearl that 
tantalize the weary traveller over the sandy desert. The mirage is caused 
by the oblique rays of the sun (they say the phenomenon takes place only 
when the sun is low, or in n.ccnlight) pcretiatirg the air that rises from 
ground containing much mother-of-pearl, hence its frequency on the sea 
coast. 

AGREEMENT CONCERNING A LOAN OF TAELS 100.000 

The Korean Transportation Office has received from Tung Shun Tai 
& Co., agents of the firm Kwarg Pong &. Co a loan of 100,000 Tls., Kuping 
s>cce, on the following conditions: 

r. The Horg Kong and Shanghai Bark credits the Transportation 
C ft'ce with the stipulated amount in Mexican dollars at the rate quoted for 
ll c day 3rd ‘ends a cheque book to Seoul. The above said Office is to 
] ay intcicst fre m the date of the deposit of the money in Shanghai at the 
rate of 6 per cent per moon. 

2. The Korean Foreign Cffce agrees to instruct the Customs to pay 
frr m its receipts and before any other disposition is made of said receipts, 
in lieu of vouchers issued by the above-said firm Tung Shun Tai & Co. oir 
the principal and acctuirg interest the amounts stipulated below*— 

3. 'I lie complete Loan of Tls. ico.cco is to be refunded within eighty 
moons; at the end of each moon the Chumulpo Customs is to pay Tls. 1 250 
on the principal and Us. fco (decreasing at the rate of Tls. 7 per moon) on 
the accrued interest, leaving the sum of Tls. 1250 due from the principal and 
T Is. 7.5 fre m the interest to be paid at the end of the eightieth moon when 
this cc nlract opires. 

Should the Korean Tiarsportation Cff.ce desire to pay the whole 
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amount due at the expiration of sixty moons the firm, Tung Shun Tai & Co. 
agrees to accept the money and to cancel the contract, 

4. The monthly instalments to he made by the Customs on both the 
principal and on the interest are to be made in Ku-ping sycee or in Mexi¬ 
can dollars at the rate quoted for the day or in Japanese silver yen with the 
addition of 1 per cent 

The cost of transportation to Shanghai, insurance &c. are to be paid by 
the Customs. 

5. Should the Customs fail to make the stipulated payment punctually 
the amount of interest due increases at the rate of 100 per cent daily and 
such overdue instalments are to be rccoverd finally from the Customs dues 
otherwise paid into the Customs by the Chinese retail merchants in Korea. 

6. No liabilities are to be met by the use of the income at tlieCustomsat 
the expense of the oblignt ions assumed toward said firm of T ung Sh un Tai & Co. 

7. In witness of the foregoing this contract is drawn up in duplicate, each 
of the contracting parties to hold one copy bearing the seal and signature 
of the Chinese Representative at Seoul and of the Korean foreign Office. 


THE CIIEMULFO-CHYENCHYOU AND MAPOO-FUSAN S. S.L 1 NE. 

HATE OF FARES FOR jld. CLASS PASSENGERS, MF-ALS INCLUDED. 
Chemulpo to— Mapoo to— 


Kunsan 
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Pepsyeng 


*•75 

Mokpo 

*rS. 

2.00 

Kokcum-do 

JL 5- 

2.25 

Chcasuydng S]"rf- ^ 

2.50 

Chyenchyou 

^lir 

3-5° 


7 he St i end class fares arc tsuic 
fsc ice as high as the Second class. 


Kunsnn 52.50 

Pepsyeng 2.15 

Mokpo 2.00 

Kokcum-do 1.7 

Choasuycng 1.50 

Chyenchyou .50 


Mapoo to Pusan 4 co 
the abort rates and the J’irst 


FREIGHT RATES PER ION. 
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Tins number completes Vol. I of the Korean ReLosjtoky. We de¬ 
lay eel its appearance as long as possible in the hope that wc might be able 
to say something definite concerning the future of the publication. For the 
present however we must take leave of our indulgent readers, of our con¬ 
siderate critics and kind contemporaries. We desire to express our warm¬ 
est thanks to THE CHINESE RECORDER, THE CELESTIAL EMPIRE, THE M ES- 

senof.r (Shanghai), the rising sun (Nagasaki), the roue chronicle, the 
northern Christian advocate (Syrause N.Y.), THE TOl'NG I AO (l.cyclcn) 
and others for early and sustained encouragement in our ettorts to impart a 
little information concerning this really interesting country and people. We 
have received fully as much encouragement as we had expected and are deeply 
impressed with the need of a publication similar to, if not in ali respects like hie 
e eposi TORY. Our contributor shav e given us the most satisfactory premises for 
Vol. 11 . and for these as well as for the aid rendered they have our hearty 
thanks. Nor shall we soon forget the services of our agents whose only 
compensation was the consciousness that they were in some slight measure 
adding to the store of human knowledge and possibly to human wel¬ 
fare. We arc happy to add. that our cc mpositers and printers made great 
progress in their self-taught trade. Then why slop? is the question that has 
teen put to us time and again. Notwithstanding all that we have said the 
answerto this question would behest conveyed byaglance at a "first -proof'' 
or by a lcok at our mailing department! once a month. And here vvecheer. 
fully lay aside the con ventional 7«.r and say that the editor and publisher of 
of the repository is chiefly indebted to his wife whose unceasing watchful, 
ness straightened many a crooked line and detected many a misplaced letter. 
It is not tco much to say that without her invaluable assistance no Korean 
Repository bearing date 1892 would have made its appearance. 

It is to be hoped, and there is indeed some prospect that others will 
continue in some shape or form (possibly in a Quarterly issue) what has 
teen projected and we here offer in advance all the assistance we may be 
able to render and bespeak for them the same and yet greater patronage 
than wc have received. Or.cc more making our profoundesf Low wc would 
urge our friends to—Look out for the successor to the Korean reuository 
of 1892. 

We congratulate our friend, Prv-f. D A. 1 ‘ur.kcr or. the growing pros¬ 
perity of the Royal College. There is r.-> re.tswjs why the young noblemen 
under his instruction should not become the most useful men in the kingdom. 

The Korean Government (Tin K Vian.-portai on Office) has re¬ 
cently negotiated two leans, ct Tb. \ ■ . c u i> We c 3 fite rendering 
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of one of the agreements, having failed to secure an authentic copy of the 
original. The second agreement is said to be like this in all its essential fea¬ 
tures. While the terms of the loan arc liberal enough we should be sorry 
to see our government place its seal to anything like the last clause of Art.5. 
However, not being in possession of the original, we withhold criticism. 
The projected coast S.S. Line is said to be one o ( the immediate results of 
this financial transaction. 

Many of our readers have no doubt more than once thought of the 
weather prognostications published under the heading Eventful Day* &c. 
(/>. 86) in an early number of this periodical. Meteorological readings for 
the year differ in several respects very materially from those of former years. 
The public is indebted to F. H. Morsel Esq., to the R. K. Customs, and to 
Dr. Wiles for the Reports published from month to month. Although they 
arc not as full as might be desired they will nevertheless be found valuable 
for future comparison and reference. 

Du.. Landes (Chemulpo) asks us to state that he has in his possession a 
number of books that were evidently stolen from their owner. They seem 
to have com? from a missionary’s library and have without doubt been 
missed. 

The Annual Meeting of the Presbyterian Mission to convene in Seoul 
Jan. 17 promises to be one of unusual interest and importance. The Mis¬ 
sion has been greatly encouraged not only by the arrival of large reinforce¬ 
ments but also by the establishment of a Presbyterian Mission Sutth, in 
our midst. There are now three Presbyterian bodies represented in the 
Peninsula and there is every prospect that they will so unite, arrange and 
distribute their forces as to work with the greatest possible efficiency and 
economy. The quiet zeal and sound judgment that characterize these 
Missions bespeak a success that will be great chietly because it will be real 
and enduring. 

We have a few copies of the repository for sale. Price, unbound 
$2.50: cloth 53.00; half leather 53.25, postage included. 

The writer of the article, "Beginnings of Medical Work in Korea” re¬ 
quests us to state that she gathered her facts from various sources and that 
she docs not offer itasa complete chapter of history. We are sure that such as 
it is it will be read with interest andthat it deserves preservation both because 
of the importance of the subject as well as because of the facts it records. 
Wo could wish that similar papers were written on all matters pertaining to 
the history of foreign intercourse with Korea. They would certainly be 
found valuable for future referenceand possibly for guidance in some of the 
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perplexing problems that’will from time to time present themselves to every 
class of foreigners in the land. 

METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS FOR NOVEMBER. 
Chemulpo, Highest Temp. (Nov. 8th.) 62°.2 

Lowest „ (Nov. 25th. & 26th.) 8°.5 
Fine, clear and pleasant weather during the greater part of the month. 
A strong blow from the N. W. and frost on the 25th.; cold to the end of the 
month. Barometer high. Slight fall of snow on the 28th. 

Wonsan- Highest Temp. (Nov. 7th.) 64*4 

Lowest „ (Nov. 25th. & 26th.) i4°.o 
First part of the month moderate variable winds; last part moderate to 
strong West and N. W. winds. Rain, 4 days; total rain-fall, 1 inch. 

JTusan Highest Temp. (Nov. 8th.) 68°.o 
Lowest „ (Nov. 26th.) 3o°.0 

SEOUL WEATHER REPORT FOR DECEMBER. 

December has been unusually cold. The mean minimum for the month 
was 16.5. This is exactly 7 0 lower for Dec. than the average as recorded by 
M. Waeber for four years, viz. 23.5. 


Minimum Temp. Dec. 



Rain-fall 1S92 

Dec. 1 .. 

.... 14 0 

17.. 

.... 5 ° 


Inches. 

„ 2 

20 

18 

12 

Jan, 

40 

•* 3 

20 

19 

22 Heavy 

snow-storm. Feb. 

*15 

» 4 

25 Snow 

20 

4 

Mar. 

1.00 

•. S 

20 

21 

10 

Apr. 

440 

.. 6 

20 

22 

35 

May 

142 

» 7 

12 

2 3 

20 

June 

4.80 

.. 8 

30 Snow 

24 

12 

July 

12.40 

» 9 

18 

25 

18 

Aug. 

18.75 

.. 10 

*4 

26 

24 

Sept. 

405 

„ 11 

to 

27 

22 

Oct 

1-75 

„ 12 

8 

28 

19 Snow. 

Nov. 

1.10 

». 13 

12 

29 

10 

Dec. 

.50 

.. H 

13 

30 

II 

1892 


.. 1 5 

12 

3 i 

29 

Total rain-fall, inches 50.72 

„ 16 

6 

Mean i6°5 




Average yearly rain-fall at Seoul, 36.03 inches. 
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Chemuljio* Highest Temp. (Dec. 6th.) 4i°.6 

Lowest „ ( „ 16th.) it.5 

Snow (Dec. 6th.) .05 inches; 1 % Hours. 

11 ( n 7th.) -°4 11 1 5 *• 

„ ( „ 19th.) .58 „ ; 7>2 „ 

» ( ,» 31st.) .05 „ ;3 

Fusatt. Highest Temp. (Dec. 7) 59 c ° 

Lowest (Dec. 17 & 29th.) 2J°.o 

Weather fine nearly the whole month without interruption. Some snow 
on the 28th. 


RECORD OF EVENTS. 

ARRIVED. 

Nov. 19th. At Wonsan Dr. and Mrs. Hardie and two children, from 
Fusan per "Tokio Maru.” 

GENERAL. 

Cash changed for 3220 to 3250 per yen during the month. 

The commissioners left with the annual presents to H. 1 . C. M. on the 
24th., going o\eiland as of old. 
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